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Cover Photo 
This season's cover photo - a Pacific Golden Plover (PGP) - 
was taken by BLS Secretary Kim Touzel (pictured above). 
PGPs, like a lot of other migratory shorebirds, are now 
putting on weight and breeding colouration to prepare 
for their long journeys north up the flyway. 

Contributions 
If you have any information about conservation issues, or 
if you would like to share some of your birding 
experiences, travel stories or anecdotes with fellow 
members, please send them with any related photos, 
drawings or maps to brett@brettdavis.com.au 

In addition, if you have any bird photographs you would 
like to share, please send them in as well. 

Contributions of articles, images, suggestions, criticisms, 
feedback and corrections are always welcome. 
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General Disclaimer 
The information in articles submitted for publication in 
this magazine is accepted in good faith and although the 
editor has endeavoured to verify the accuracy of all 
information, BirdLife Shoalhaven and BirdLife Australia 
accept no responsibility for any of the errors, inaccuracies 
or exaggerations that may be contained within articles in 
this magazine. 

Also, the views expressed in this magazine are those of 
the editor, individual contributors and branch members. 
They may not be the views of BirdLife Shoalhaven or 
BirdLife Australia. 

 

 

Errors 
The beauty of an electronic magazine is that it can be 
amended after publication, so if you find any errors - 
typographical or factual - in this magazine, please let the 
editor know.  

mailto:brett@brettdavis.com.au
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President 's Report  
- by Rob Dunn 

Our AGM  
In February we held our AGM at the Vincentia Golf Club 
with a good turnout of 33. The draft minutes of the 
meeting can be found on the members section of our 
web-site. 

It was great that Charles and Janina Dove could be there 
on the night, so I could publicly acknowledge Charles' 
generous contribution of his photographs, which played a 
key part in the success of our Bird Walk brochure. Getting 
all the photos from one photographer at no cost and only 
needing one photo credit made life a lot easier!  

I am delighted that all of the existing Committee 
members were re-elected, namely - 

Conservation Officer - Chris Grounds  
Secretary ς Kim Touzel  
Treasurer - Karen Davis  
Media Officer - Yolande Cozijn  
Webmaster & Social Media - Brett Davis  
General Committee - Mike Jefferis  

I made a point of thanking each of them for their time 
and energy in 2017 and I am looking forward to working 
with them in the year ahead, as I continue in my role as 
President. I also acknowledged the contributions of the 
two key Committee members we lost last year with the 
departure of Barry Virtue, who has moved to Bermagui, 
and Matt Jones for health reasons.  

Having finished the AGM business, Brett Davis took over 
the rest of the evening running his annual bird trivia quiz. 
Needless to say, we all learned a lot of new facts, many of 
which we did not need to know, challenged a number of 
the answers and had friendly arguments and fun along 
the way. For those of you who were not there you did not 
miss out, because the quiz and answers can be found 
later in the magazine (see pages 34 and 36). 

Time well-spent at the dentist 
We are always seeking volunteers to help promote bird 
conservation by taking the lead or helping out on one-off 
or on-going activities. The article on the ABBC (Australian 
Backyard Bird Count - see page 29) goes into more detail 
on the help we will need to support this Australia-wide 
program in October.  

One of the ideas I had last year was to leave old copies of 
the Australian BirdLife magazine in receptions at dentists, 
doctors and company offices to raise the awareness of 
bird conservation and attract new members. I know some 
of you have already been doing this as well.  

Well it works!  

I discovered that one of our newest members learnt all 
about us when she picked up a magazine at the Chris 
Dunton Vincentia Dental Practice and was inspired to go 
on-line soon afterwards to join BirdLife Australia! A new 
member, with I am sure healthy teeth, all thanks to a visit 
to the dentist!  

So please dig out your old magazines and find a reception 
area where you can leave them! 

Lots of bird talks and events for your diaries 
Since the publication of the last BLS magazine there have 
been some really interesting bird talks for members and 
the public, with more scheduled in the near future.  

At the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum (JBMM), our own 
Chris Grounds spoke about the birds of Shoalhaven 
Heads. Shoalhaven Landcare arranged for Dr Nicholas 
Carlile to speak on the project to eradicate the rats on 
Lord Howe Island - which has now been delayed due to 
bureaucratic bungling (see article and link in Web Watch 
on page 27). Peter Wale will give a talk about his art 
exhibition, and at a BLS evening talk Dr Beth Mott will 
give amazing insights into the Powerful Owl.   

And although it was not about birds, NPA Milton lined up 
Dr John Turnbull, from the University of NSW to talk 
about our marine environment.  

There are still more dates to put into your diary. Back at 
the JBMM, on 5 June, Frances Bray and Narelle Wright 
from the Lake Wollumboola Protection Association will 
talk on the need to protect the Lake, and on 26 May Kate 
Gorringe-Smith will talk about "The Flyway Print 
Exchange" exhibition currently being held.  

We have also just heard that Plastic Pollutions Solutions 
hope to be able to show a film "Albatross" later in the 
year about the impact on plastics on Laysan Albatross 
chicks on Midway island in the North Pacific - more 
information to follow on that.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all these different groups working with us 
to promote bird conservation. We will try to keep you 
informed of all future events, but apologize in advance 
for too many emails or cross-postings. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Flyway Prints for Sale  
Purchase an original artwork and support shorebirds 
conservation in the Shoalhaven! 

Some of the original prints on display in "The Flyway Print 
Exchange" exhibition at the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum 
are still available for sale for $200 each. 

These artworks use a range of print techniques, such as 
linocuts, etchings and stencils. They are by artists from 
Australia, China, South Korea, India and Singapore. 

Proceeds from all sales will help support a shorebirds 
conservation project in the Shoalhaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The four prints shown on this page are all in the Flyway 
Print Exchange exhibition at the JBMM and may still be 
available for sale. 

From top-left clockwise they are - 

1. Tham Pui San (Singapore) - Ruddy Turnstones, 
Handcoloured linocut 

2. Violet Hammer (Australia) ς Ruddy Turnstone A-
wirriyuruyuru, Linocut with ochre 

3. Syahrizal Pahlevi (Indonesia) ς The Wader, Woodcut 

4. Feng Jianming (China) - Bird (symbol), etching 

--------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Shoalhaven tourism - the bird has flown  
  - Conservation Officer report by Chris Grounds 

Tourism has such a clear and important connection to the 
natural environment and thus birdlife and habitat that it 
is a force to be taken seriously with the conservation task 
that is the BirdLife commitment. 

To care for birdlife and habitats is to care about the 
impact of tourism, both the contemporary impact and 
the future impact, which could be immense. 

If we are to believe the "tourism pundits", Shoalhaven 
tourism is on a major growth trajectory that will take us 
from 3 million visitors in 2015-16 to 4 million in 2020.  

The new model of tourism being developed would have 
us believe it is about sustainability - but that is entirely 
debatable.  

The latest hollow boast of Shoalhaven Tourism occurred 
when 2ST news reported in February this year that "the 
Shoalhaven has grown to become the most popular 
Tourist Destination in New South Wales besides Sydney 
and has overtaken the North Coast including Byron Bay. 
As such there are four vacancies on the Shoalhaven 
Tourism Advisory Group which will be tasked with further 
promoting tourism to our region. Council's Tourism 
Manager Coralie Bell says over 3 million people visit the 
Shoalhaven annually and it's big business."  

Throw in the anticipated Shoalhaven population growth 
figures of nearly 20% by 2036 and the projected growth 
of 2.1 million in Sydney BY 2036 and a significant 
environment problem looms large on all time scales. 

There seems to be agreement across the spectrum that 
the warm seasons 2016-17 and 2017-18 reached and 
exceeded thresholds of tourism tolerance, especially at a 
local community level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Importantly, tourism has an enormously strong coastal 
zone focus.  

If we were to adopt Wollongong Council's sea level rise 
standard for 2100 then the regression of our shoreline in 
the Shoalhaven has been underestimated by an average 
30 metres.  

Of the many challenges this poses right across the 
spectrum, shorebirds in particular face an enhanced 
threat especially given that the impact of storm events is 
not factored into this scenario. 

There are some exemplar case studies which support 
concern with the impact of tourism. 

The tourism mantra has many anti-birdlife guises but it 
is the "Unspoilt" and "Pet Friendly" tourism flags that 
are particularly dangerous to birdlife. 

The "Unspoilt" notion is a totally contemporary thought 
bubble that takes no account of the environmental 
changes in coming decades to known reference points in 
2030, 2050 and 2100.  

Climate change, sea level rise, shoreline regression, 
coastal hazards and higher intensity weather systems are 
all producing new coastal dynamics right now but seem 
irrelevant to tourism thinking. 

Whilst both tourist promotions pose a serious threat to 
birdlife, the "Pet Friendly" mantra has been and 
continues to be particularly dangerous. 

Dogs in shorebird nesting and habitat areas across the 
Shoalhaven continue to be a critical issue. 

One reason of course is that the flagrant and willful 
breaching of dog control regulations is rampant and 
mostly uncontrolled. Any check by a concerned 
individual, often a community shorebird recovery 
volunteer, invites abuse and threats by people who might 
otherwise imagine themselves as good citizens.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sooty and Pied Oystercatchers chased from resting by off-leash 
dog in a "Dog Prohibited" E1 zone at Huskisson 
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BirdLife Australia points to accommodation venues 
tagging to the "Pet Friendly" promo as one of the worst 
culprits in this problem not just in the Shoalhaven but 
other parts of Australia.  

Provision of more council rangers is no more important 
than the deployment of these rangers in higher risk 
localities, a point well made in a number of instances 
from BLS member experiences. 

In this circumstance the NPWS Shorebird Recovery 
project, built on dozens of volunteers across the 
Shoalhaven, battles on warm season after warm season 
supporting the Hooded Plover, Critically Endangered in 
NSW, the Pied Oystercatcher and Little Tern, both 
Endangered in NSW. 

Disturbance by people in increasingly larger numbers and 
people with dogs are a threat in specific bird habitats, 
especially when dogs are not kept on a leash.  

Then there is the harping, which seeks even more off-
leash areas for dogs on beaches, even when they are 
advised these are shorebird breeding zones.  

A Shoalhaven Council March 2016 booklet, "Dog Off-
Leash Guide" has information and advice on nesting sites 
on the Shoalhaven Coast, which notes "disturbance to 
these birds can be lethal." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps "Cats On / Off leash" will be the next intrusion - 
check this photo from Shoalhaven Heads on March 16. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is an element of the coastal real estate scene, 
which has also involved threats to bird habitat in a 
context of broader environmental threats. 

The holiday home and holiday residence rental market, 
an economically valuable element of the tourism market, 
is limpet-like in its attachment to having or providing "a 
view" in particular locations. 

The long-running Collingwood Beach conflict over 
vandalism of dune Banksia vegetation for such "views" 
has been an archetype of community conflict related to 
willful destruction of dune trees on land vested in 
community ownership and council management. 

The value for birdlife of this thin but extended stretch of 
dune vegetation as a corridor would normally be 
enhanced by the beach being "dog prohibited". BLS has 
argued in submissions that this corridor is important, 
particularly with its connections to national park and 
further shoreline corridor on Jervis Bay. 
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East Coast Low storm events pose a serious threat 
of dune erosion on Collingwood Beach 

Lake Wollumboola is a birdlife gem in both the National 
Parks and Key Biodiversity Area profile of the Shoalhaven. 

Lake Wollumboola in the warm season of 2015-2016 was 
under siege from tourist visitors, hyped on the local news 
media and social media message of prawns in the lake.  

This was a deliberate tourism message that went out, 
supported by local news and social media that attracted 
these visitors - and that was irresponsible.  

In that season and in subsequent warm seasons tourists 
and local residents have besieged Lake Wollumboola, 
fishing for blue swimmer crabs by day and prawns by 
night and camping around the shores.  

It attracted all manner of crab and shellfish gathering, 
often well in excess of the legal species and bag limits. 
NSW Fisheries and the NPWS intervened and successful 
court actions were successfully prosecuted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let's hope we don't see scenes like this 
at Lake Wollumboola! 

The influx of visitors moved constantly around the shores 
and over sandbanks in the lake, ignored Shorebird 
nesting signs and fencing without any care. This intrusive 
behavior can be very disruptive of birdlife on the lake. 

Frances Bray and the group of Shorebird Volunteers are 
concerned that the constant disturbance of nesting, 
roosting and feeding birds and their habitat, is already 
impacting on nesting success, the presence of migratory 
shorebirds and bird numbers generally. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feeding and Resting in a stress free habitat is important 

This all testifies to the impact that the basic intrusion of 
people will make on birdlife, especially in key habitat 
areas where stress free resting and feeding are 
important, especially for migratory birds looking to build 
up their reserves before flying north. 

A further grade one exhibit is the thinking arising in the 
management debate about solutions to the Hyams 
Beach tourism drama that dominated in yet another 
high tourism season of 2017-2018. 

Hyams Beach village is surrounded by Jervis Bay National 
Park, Jervis Bay Marine Park or former Crown Land now 
owned by the Jerrinja Lands Council and is but a short 
hop to Booderee National Park.  

The bushland is all zoned as E1 or Environment 
Conservation 1 in the Shoalhaven Local Environment 
Plan, the top grading of Environment Conservation that 
usually applies to National Parks and Nature Reserves. 
This zoning carried the highest restrictions. 

These areas are all in the Jervis Bay Key Biodiversity Area 
which boasts the Eastern Bristlebird, rated as Endangered 
under federal legislation and one of only eight species 
targeted for specific conservation. Current assessment of 
the population is that it is healthy. 

The Eastern Ground Parrot, one of only three species of 
the Pezoporus genus in Australia, is present in the 
heathland around Hyams Beach and "Endangered" under 
federal legislation and "Vulnerable" in state legislation. 

Monitoring in the heathland by NPWS, supported by 
BirdLife Shoalhaven volunteers, suggests a healthy 
population that is vital to the survival of the species.  
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Eastern Ground Parrot - a 2018 resident in the vicinity 
of the proposed tourist car park 

This area is now formally monitored for the BirdLife 
database as part of the Jervis Bay KBA and boasts an 
amazing range of species across the seasons and years 
including more threatened species such as the Spotted 
Harrier, Square-tailed Kite and Dusky Woodswallow and 
special rare species like the Southern Emu-wren.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So how does the idea of an unpaved, large, "off site-
overflow" carpark in such habitat get so much mileage 
in the first place?  

Joni Mitchell suggested many years ago that they would 
"pave paradise and put up a parking lot"- though 
sealing is not part of the local equation.  

The site is immediately adjacent to areas of important 
conservation victories such as the Heritage Estate, Erowal 
Bay Estates and TAFE block. It is part of the fragile and 
vital Booderee habitat corridor. It is too important to be 
left as a possible solution to a tourism problem. 

The site proposed is actually a 1970s-1980s "old tip" 
closed because of leaching and other environmental 
concerns. Woops! 

A February 8 article by Adam Morton in the Guardian 
noted that according to the Climate Council, "Tourism is 
Australia's most vulnerable and least prepared industry 
to deal with climate change despite the fact it is already 
feeling its effects ..." 

Just perhaps, the challenge is far more complicated than 
parking solutions. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Darter of the Opera   
- by Rob Dunn 

Earlier this year, while my wife and I were enjoying an ice 
cream at Circular Quay before going to a play at the 
Opera House, birding was the last thing on my mind. That 
all changed when suddenly an Australasian Darter flew 
up out of the water onto one of the ferry wharves a 
couple of metres away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The darter got immediate attention from some tourists, 
and perched there for five minutes before it continued 
foraging underneath the ferries and terminals. I have 
entered this sighting in Birdata. It is the first at the Quay - 
clearly a piece of "quay darter"!  

This reminded me of a visit to the Japanese Gardens in 
Cowra many years ago, where a very healthy darter was 
standing at the side of a pond full of large carp. Soon 
after we got there, it dived in, speared a fish within a few 
seconds and returned to the side of the pond to feast on 
its prey. The darter obviously knows how to utilise our 
urban and park environments to its best advantage.  

We returned to Sydney and Circular Quay over Easter and 
were now on the look-out for "my" Darter, but 
regrettably my avian experience at the Quay was limited 
to Silver Gulls and feral pigeons. We enjoyed our time 
wandering through the Botanic Gardens, had coffee with 
some attentive Sacred Ibis, and retraced our steps to the 
Quay later in the day.  

Once again birding was not front of mind, until close to 
the Opera House on the harbourside wall - you guessed it 
- we discovered another darter. A comparison of my two 
photos showed that this was a completely different bird. 

It was drying itself in the sun just a couple of metres from 
three enthralled, young, American tourists. It was great 
to see this fascinating bird doing its bit for Australian 
tourism.  

Anyone can go home from Sydney saying that they have 
seen the Opera House, but who can say they have seen 
The Darter of the Opera?!  
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Powerful Owl Talk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to invite you to come along to the next 
talk organised by BirdLife Shoalhaven - a presentation by 
5ǊΦ .ŜǘƘ aƻǘǘΣ .ƛǊŘƭƛŦŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ tƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ hǿƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
Officer . The talk is entitled - "Citizen scientists make a 
powerful difference for owls".  

When: 7:30pm on Monday 23rd April 2018 

Where: the St Georges Basin Community Health Centre, 
21 Meriton Street, St Georges Basin. 

Owls ahoy! Just in time for the breeding season, come 
along to hear an update about Powerful Owls in the city.  

Beth will share what has been going on for owls in the 
greater Sydney Basin, including fabulous records of 
breeding success, and some good data about how urban 
owls are using the landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

She will also talk about some of the developing threats to 
Powerful Owls, identified by the fantastic data collected 
by citizen scientists, and give a brief update on what we 
can do to help urban birds. 

The project also needs your help. Records for Shoalhaven 
Powerful Owls are thin on the ground in the project 
database, and Beth would love to know how our own 
owls are faring in the face of continuing urban expansion. 

Your suggestions about what we can do to help our 
amazing nocturnal birds will be valued. Hope to see you 
there - it will be a hoot! 

About our Guest Speaker 
Beth has been managing the Birdlife Australia Powerful 
Owl project for just over one year. She holds a PhD in 
Conservation Biology and is particularly interested in 
community-level responses to disturbance. 

Chasing these ideas, she has spent the last 20 years 
working with faunal communities in the desert uplands of 
North Queensland, Wet Tropics rainforests and sub-
tropical coastal forests of the New South Wales mid 
North coast, all great places for a person with an 
unquenchable love of wildlife. 

Beth has had a varied career as a quoll trapper, sexy fish 
cartoonist, lizard breeder, frog and albatross wrangler, 
flying fox mum, dissector of feral cats and educator. 

Basically, Beth has used all these jobs as an excuse to go 
see critters. Whilst she always thought she would end up 
either marrying or becoming David Attenborough, Beth 
finds educating people about conservation almost as 
rewarding. 

The talk is free for BirdLife Shoalhaven members, though 
a gold coin donation would be appreciated from non-
members to cover costs. Feel free to pass this invitation 
on to your friends. Everyone is welcome! We hope to see 
you there. 

If you are planning to come along please email our 
secretary Kim Touzel at shoalhaven@birdlife.org.au by 
Wednesday 18th April, so we will know numbers for 
catering purposes.  

- Kim Touzel 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:shoalhaven@birdlife.org.au
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Reading the Bherwerre Wetlands  
- by Chris Grounds  

The SeeChange Arts Festival will feature a "Reading the 
Bherwerre Wetlands" exhibition at the Sandholme 
Guesthouse at Huskisson, involving art works by Vanessa 
Barbay, which feature in this article. 

The exhibition opens on May 28 and runs to June 11, 
10am to 4pm each day, and is part of the "Sandholme 
Salon Show". The Arts festival theme for 2018 is "Shared 
Pathways" - a celebration of the original Wool Road, 
which features Bherwerre. 

Introduction  
This is a story with many intertwined elements involving 
a very special local artist, the Bay & Basin 2018 Arts 
Festival, conservation, SeeChange, wetland, birds (of 
course), associated art, Aboriginal culture, the local 
Sanctuary Point and St Georges Basin community and the 
Villages Forum, local school students, BirdLife Shoalhaven 
(BLS), Bay and Basin Community Resources (BBCR), and 
our veritable local council. What a mix! Indeed, it is a rich 
and fascinating story. 

In early 2014 the Basin Villages Forum began a project to 
convince council to develop a council-owned bush block 
on Larmer Avenue, Sanctuary Point, next to Cockrow 
Creek, into a wetland reserve for passive recreation. The 
project, now four years old, advanced to the stage of 
councilors accepting the concept plan for the site in 2017. 

BLS supported the concept by developing a bird 
catalogue for the site and advising on bird hide locations. 
The number, types and species of birds at the site 
amazed people generally and proved a key stimulus to 
the success of the concept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June 2016 and again in February 2018 environmental 
and Aboriginal cultural workshops were conducted on 
the wetland site for artists, and a follow-up exhibition 
was planned for the works arising from these artist 
experiences.  

SeeChange 2018 will feature this exhibition. 

Vanessa Barbay - the Artist 
Vanessa is certainly one of the most qualified artists in 
the Shoalhaven with a Visual Arts doctorate which 
involved a PhD painting project at the Australian National 
University supported by an ANU research scholarship 
2009-2013.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In conjunction with the practice component of this PhD 
project, Vanessa produced a dissertation exploring the 
traditional representation of animals by Aboriginal 
painters in Western Arnhem Land, particularly in site-
specific rock art.  
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Vanessa was an inaugural recipient of the ANU Vice 
Chancellor's College Visiting Artist's Fellowship for which 
she brought together visual anthropology and painting in 
a cross-cultural collaborative painting project with 
childhood friend Theresa Ardler, a Gweagal ς Dharawal 
woman from the Wreck Bay community. 

She also has a strong connection to the Jervis Bay and 
Basin Arts Society for whom she has served as Vice-
president and contributed over a number of years now as 
committee member, which she continues for the 2018 
SeeChange year. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vanessa Barbay with two works from the Bherwerre Wetlands 
project that will feature in SeeChange 

Vanessa has a strong connection to Jervis Bay with her 
grandparents, Grandma and Pa (see photo) and parents 
both residents of Vincentia. 

Vanessa's grandparents ran the first general store and 
had the first mail contract in Vincentia operating from a 
small weatherboard building near the Vincentia boat 
ramp, which they rented.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eventually, when the shopping village was created in 
Burton Street, the Post Office moved there in the late 
1980s. Vanessa was in her final years of High School and 
grew up helping in the Post Office.  

The actual original building remains on the original site 
today as part of local heritage. 

The Post Office has only recently moved to the 
Woolworths complex though the premises would be 
about the size of the original! 

Vanessa's Art Connection 

Vanessa has an amazingly rich family heritage in the 
arts and environment. 

As Vanessa recounts: "My father Tibor was Magyar 
(Hungarian) and art and music are central to their 
culture, as are horses. When he, his brother Miklos and 
my father saw my drawings, they instilled in me that I had 
a talent passed down through the generations - as both 
grandparents practiced art and music." 

Grandfather, "Nagyapa Geza", was a jeweler and prize-
winning photographer who also played piano. He took 
photos of the grandchildren on visits to Vincentia. He 
carved elaborate frames for tapestries and designed 
carpets featuring strange creatures, such as a winged 
lion-elephant and peacock in the tapestry below. 
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He, Geza, would sit Vanessa down as a young child to do 
drawing tasks for him, with Vanessa was motivated in 
large part by not wanting to disappoint him. 

Vanessa's Nanna Matild, played violin, stitched old 
master paintings into tapestries and wove carpets. Matild 
was a "Czigany" of Lake Balaton (Horse Gypsies) who had 
a goatherd. 

Geza, with Vanessa's father interpreting, would also 
relate stories of escape from the Russian army during the 
world wars. 

Vanessa knows from these family links that she was 
chosen to carry the artistic and historic legacy of the 
Barbay /  Czigany clans as a young child. As Vanessa says : 
"It was my destiny to be an artist, although I feel out of 
sync with Australian culture. I think this is why I was 
drawn to Aboriginal culture due to the value placed on 
artistic endeavour".  

It could be said however that Vanessa, like so many 
gifted artists, is actually creating the Australian culture 
of today, and even more so for the recognition that she 
pays to Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

Vanessa's dad was an amateur naturalist fascinated with 
Australian animals, especially spiders. He became a 
taxidermist and created a natural history museum at 
their home. When Vanessa began her university art 
tuition, animals quickly became her main subject matter.  

By the time Vanessa undertook her PhD she was 
deconstructing taxidermy via decomposition printing and 
researching animal representation in ochre within the 
rock and bark paintings of Kunwinjku artists in Western 
Arnhem Land.  
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Birds are a common feature of her "oeuvre" or body of 
work, though usually post decomposition. 

Vanessa was awarded a major art prize of $10,000 in 
2010 with her work "Avian Spectre" (which is illustrated 
below left). 

Bherwerre Wetland Art Project 
One of the major elements of the wetlands project has 
been a Shoalhaven Arts Board Grant to produce exterior 
art installations of "Wetland Murals". 

This project has been developed and guided by Vanessa 
Barbay.  
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As Vanessa says: "My partnership with BBCR has not only 
built my capacity to produce public artwork for the 
community ... but has ... enabled me to share my skills 
with primary school students (Tomerong and Sanctuary 
Point Public Schools), teenagers (Vincentia High) and men 
from community access. This is the fifth public mural 
project I have produced in partnership with BBCR".  

A number of the murals will be exhibited in SeeChange 
2018 at a special Bherwerre Wetlands exhibition. By 
aligning the project launch with the SeeChange Festival, 
promotion of the Shoalhaven Council as a supporter of 
local artists is multiplied due to the crowds of visitors 
attracted to the winter arts festival.  

It is intended that the installed murals will attract 
attention from motorists and pedestrians and raise 
awareness of the rich diversity of bird and orchid species 
living in the area.  

The Bay and Basin Community Resources group (BBCR) 
volunteered to become the host organization to assist 
council and community representatives in the facilitation 
of ideas to enhance the passive recreation and 
conservation values of the site. BBCR is adjacent to the 
wetland site. 

BBCR approached Vanessa in May 2016 about painting 
twelve 1.22m x 1.22m panels featuring Indigenous birds 
and orchids that inhabit the wetland.  

Local photographer and BLS Conservation Officer Chris 
Grounds, who developed the bird site catalogue with 
other BLS members, offered his photographs for 
Vanessa's reference. 

BBCR were able to secure funding to provide the mural 
materials and labour to build the stands and frames for 
the panels.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBCR also provided further funding for facilitating art 
workshops as part of the "Harmonious Intergenerational 
Pathways program". 

Vanessa was involved in teaching students from 
Tomerong Public School about designing the murals using 
projected images. 

BBCR have also agreed to fund the anti-graffiti coating for 
the panels. Progress beyond these tasks for the second 
stage of the project required Vanessa to volunteer her 
professional time to complete the work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBCR Great Mates Shed framed four of the murals and 
has constructed 2 of 4 steel rotating stands that hold 3 
panels each. 

These will be erected along Larmer Ave in Sanctuary 
Point and the images can be rotated at regular intervals 
to display all of the panels. 
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Vanessa has been producing public murals for 20 years 
developing a durable methodology and eye-catching style 
decipherable at close range and from a distance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All murals she has produced before the Bherwerre 
project were drawn up freehand though Vanessa decided 
to use a projector to ensure her enlargement of the 
images were as accurate as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SeeChange Festival 
Vanessa is producing a visual and oral history installation 
for Shared Pathways featuring family photos and 
recordings of early residents of Vincentia including her 
mother and Uncle David. 

The twelve panels of Bherwerre birds supplemented with 
site orchids will be the first public signage referencing the 
wildlife wonderland that lies beyond the main road of 
this main entry to Sanctuary Point.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members and supporters may like to visit Vanessa's 
website at: http://laomedia.com/blog/ 


















































