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Cover Photo

This season's cover phota PacificGolden Plove(PGP}
was taken byBLS Secretary Kim Touggictured above)
PGPslike a lot of other migratory shorebirdgare now
putting on weight and breeding colouratiaio prepare
for their long journeys north up the flyway.

Contributions

If you have anyinformation about conservation issues, or
if you would like to share some of youbirding
experiences, travel stories or anecdotes with fellow
members please sendhem with any related photos
drawings or maps tbrett@brettdavis.com.au

In addition, if you have any bird photographs you would
like to share, please send them in as well

Contributionsof articles, imagessuggestionscriticisms
feedbackand correctionsre always welcome.

Acknowledgements

Thank you to all the BirdLife Shoalhaven memtsard
friends who contributed articlesand photos for this
magazine These include Rob Dunn, Chris Grounds, Kim
Touze] Brett DavisCharles Dovand Frances Bray

In addition, imagesand textfrom the following websites
have been used in thisnagazine- peterwaleart.com
kategorringesmith.com.gyjuliecunninghamcreative.com
theconversation.com smh.com.ay theguardian.com
australiangeographic.com.awabc.net.ay birdlife.org.au
and Kim Touzel's Facebook page.

Apologies to those contributors whose text or images
may not have been acknowledged. If you have not been
acknowlalged please let the editor know, and the error
will be rectified in the nexinagazine

GeneralDisclaimer

The information in articles submitted for publication in
this magazinds accepted in good faith and although the
editor has endeavoured to verify the accuracy of all
information, BirdLife Shoalhaveand BirdLife Australia
acceptno responsibity for anyof the errors, inaccuracies
or exaggerations that may be contained within articles in
thismagazine

Also, the views expressed in thisagazineare those of
the editor, individual contributors and branch members.
They may not behe views of BulLife Shoalhaven or
BirdLifeAustralia.

Errors

The beauty of an electronimagazineis that it can be
amended after publicationso if you find any errors-
typographical or factual in thismagazine please let the
editor know.
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President 's Report | discoverd that one of our newest members learrall
-byRob Dunn  @bout us when she picked up magazine athe Chris
Our AGM Dunton Vincentia Dental Practice and was inspired to go

In February we held our AGM at the Vincentia Golf ClubPn-line soon aftewardsto join BirdLife AustraliaA new
with a good turnout of33. The draft minutes of the member; with | am sure healthy teeth’,”thanks toa visit

meeting can be found on the members section of our to the dentist!
web-site. So please dig out your old magazines and find a reception
It was great that Charles and Janina Dove could be ther@reawhere you can leave them!

on the night so | could publicly acknowledge Charles | ots of bird talks and events for your diaries
generous contribution of his photographs, which played agince the publication of the last BLS magazine theve ha
key part in the success of our Bird Walk brochure. Gettingheen somereally interesting bird talks for members and

all the photos from one photographer at no cost and only the publig with more scheduled in the near future

needing one photo credit made life a leasier! _ .
At the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum (JBMM), our own

| am delighted that all ofthe existing Committee Chris Grounds spoke about the birds of Shoalhaven

memberswere re-elected, namely Heads Shoalhaven Landcare arranged for Dr Nicholas
Conservation OfficerChris Grounds Carlle to speak on the project to eradicate the rats on
Secretang Kim Touzel Lord Howe Island which has now been delayed due to
Treasurer Karen Davis bureaucratic bungling (see article and link in Web Watch
Media Officer- Yolande Cozijn on page 27)Peter Walewill give a talk about his art
Webmaster & Social MediaBrett Davis exhibition, and ata BLS evening talRr Beth Mottwill
General Committee Mike Jefferis give amazing insights into the Powerful Owl

| madea point of thanking each of them for their time And although it was not about birds, NPA Milton lined up
and energy in 2017 and | am looking forward to workingPr John Turnbull, from the University of NSW to talk
with them in the year ahead, as | continue in my role as@bout our marine environment.

President. | also acknowledged the contributions of th There are still more dates to put into your diaBack at
two key Committee members we lost last year with the e JBMM, on 5 Jundrrances Bray and Narelle Wright
departure of Barry Virtue, who has moved to Bermagui,from the Lake Wollumboola Protection Association will
and Matt Jones for health reasons. talk on the need to protect the Lake, and on 26 May Kate

Having finished the AGM business, Brett Davis took ovefforringeSmith will talk about "The Flyway Print
the rest of the evening running his annual bird trigiziz. ~ EXchangéexhibition currently beig held.

Needless to say, we all learned a lot of new facts, many Ofye have also just heard that Plastic Pollutions Solutions
which we did not need to know, challenged a number of hope to be able to show a filmAlbatrose later in the

the answers and had friendly arguments and fun alongyear about the impact on plastics on Laysan Albatross

the way. For thosef youwho werenot there you did not  chicks on Midway island in the North Pacifianore
miss out, becausethe quizand answers can be found jnformation to follow onthat.

later in the magazinésee page 34 and 36.

Time wellspent at the dentist

We are always seekingplunteers b help promote bird
conservationby taking the lead or helpg out on oneoff
or on-going activities. The article on t#eBBCAustralian
Backyard Bird Countsee page?9) goes into more detail
on the help we will need tcsupport this Australiavide
program in October.

One of the ideas | hadst yearwas to leaveold copies of \ . I é

the Australian BirdLife magaziirereceptiors at dentists, :

doctors and companyofficesto raise the awareness of Many thanks to all these different groups working with us
bird conservation and attract new membetknow some  to promote bird conservation. We will try to keep you
of you have already been doing tlis well informed of all future events, but apologize in advance

well it works! for too many emails or crogsostings.
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Flyway Prints for Sale

Purchase an original artwork and support shorebirds
conservation in the Shoalhaven!

Some of the original prints on display in "The Flyway Print

Exchange" exhibition at the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum
are still available for sale f&200 each

These artworks use a range of print techniques, such as|

linocuts, etchings and stencil$hey areby artists from
Australia, China, South Korea, India and Singapore.

Proceeds from all sales will help support a shorebirdsi

conservation project in the Shoalhaven.

The four prints shown on thigage are all in the Flyway
Print Exchange exhibition at the JBMM and may still be
available for sale.

From topleft clockwise they are

1. Tham Pui San (Singapore) Ruddy Turnstones,
Handcoloured linocut

2. Violet Hammer (Australiaf Ruddy Turnstone A
wirriyuruyuru, Linocut with ochre

3. Syahrizal Pahlevi (Indonesialhe Wader, Woodcut
4. Feng Jianming (Chinaird (symbol), etching
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Shoalhaven tourism - the bird has flown Importantly, tourism has an enormously strong coastal
- Consevation Officerreport by ChrisGrounds ~ zone focus.

_ _ _ If we were to adopt Wollongong Courisilsea level rise
Tourism has such a clear and important connection t0 thegandard for 2100 then the regression of our shoreline in
_natural environment and_thus blr_dllfe and habitat .that it the Shoalhaven has been underestimated by an average
is a force to be taken seriously with the conservation taskzg metres.

that is the BirdLife commitment.
Of the many challenges this poses right across the

To carefor birdlife and habitats is to care about the gpectrym, shorebirds in particular face an enhanced
impact of tourism, both the contemporary impact and eat espedilly given that the impact of storm events is
the future impact, which could be immense. not factored into this scenario.

If we are to believe thé'tourism pundits, Shoalhaven
tourism is on a major growth trajectory that will take us
from 3 million visitors in 20236 to 4 million in 2020.

There are some exemplar case studies which support
concern with the impact of tourism.

The tourism mantra has many anhbirdlife guises but it
is the "Unspoilt' and "Pet Friendy" tourism flags that
are particularly dangerous to birdlife.

The new model of tourism being developed would have
us believe it is about sustainabilitybut that is entirely

debatable.

) The"Unspoilt' notion is a totally contemporary thought
The latest hollow boast of Shoalhaven Tourism occurredy \pple that takes no accounbf the environmental

when 2ST news reptad in February this year thdthe  changes in coming decades to known reference points in
Shoe_dhaven_ha; grown to become the mqst popular2030, 2050 and 2100.

Tourist Destination in New South Wales besides Sydney _ . _
and has overtaken the North Coast including Byron Baytlimate chage, sea level rise, shoreline regression,
As such there are four vacancies on the Shoalhavefoastal hazards and higher intensity weather systems are
Tourism Adsgiory Group which will be tasked with further all producing new coastal dynamics right now but seem
promoting tourism to our region. Council's Tourism irrelevant to tourism thinking.

Manager Coralie Bell says over 3 million people visit theyhilst both tourist promotions pose aetous threat to
Shoalhaven annually and it's big business. birdlife, the "Pet Friendly mantra has been and

Throw in the anticipated Shoalhaven population growth continues to be particularly dangerous.

figures of nearly 20% by 2036 and the projected growthpogs in shorebird nesting and habitat areas across the

of 2.1 million in Sydney BY 2036 and a significanishpalhaven continue to be a critical issue.

environment problem looms large on all time scales. _ _
One reason of course is that the flagrant awdllful

There seems to be agreement across the spectrum thabreaching of dog control redgtions is rampant and

the warm seasons 20167 and 201718 reached and mostly uncontrolled. Any check by a concerned

exceeded thresholds of tourism tolerance, especially at &ngividual, often a community shorebird recovery

local community level. volunteer, invites abuse and threslby people who might
g WS v otherwise imagine themselves as good citizens.
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Sooty and Pie@ystercatchers chased frorastingby off-leash
dog in a'Dog Prohibitetl E1 zoneat Huskisson
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BirdLife Australia points to acconodation venues
tagging to the"Pet Friendlyy promo as one of the worst
culprits in this problem not just in the Shoalhaven but
other parts of Australia.

Provision of more council rangers is no more important
than the deployment of these rangers in higher risk
localities, a point well made in a number of instances
from BLS member experiences.

In this circumstance the NPWS ShorébiRecovery
project, built on dozens of volunteers across the

Shoalhaven, battles on warm season after warm season
supporting the Hooded Plover, Critically Endangered in

B

NSW, the Pied Oystercatcher and Little Tern, both’-,'l_:.'-.‘; ;

Endangered in NSW.

Disturbance by peple in increasingly larger numbers and
people with dogs are a threat in specific bird habitats,
especially when dogs are not kept on a leash.

Then there is the harping, which seeks even more off
leash areas for dogs on beaches, even when they ar
advisedthese are shorebird breeding zones.

A Shoalhaven Council March 2016 booklddog Off
Leash Guidehas information and advice on nesting sites
on the Shoalhaven Coast, which not&adisturbance to
these birds can be lethal.
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Perhaps'Cats On / Off leastwill be the next intrusion
check ths photo from Shoalhaven Heads March 16.

There is an element of theoastal real estatescene,
which has also involved threstto bird habitat in a
context of broader envonmental threas.

The holiday home and holiday residence rental market,
an economically valuable element of the tourism market,
is limpetlike in its attachment to having or providirig
view' in particular locations.

The longrunning Colligwood Beach conflict over
vandalism of doe Banksia vegetation for sucliews'
has been an archetype of community conflict related to
willful destruction of dune trees on land vested in
community ownership and council management.

The value for birdlife of this thin bwxtended stretch of
dune vegetation as a corridor would normallye
enhanced by the beach beiriglog prohibited. BLS has
argued in submissions that this corridor is important,
particularly with its connections to national park and
further shoreline cordor on Jervis Bay.
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Frances Bray and¢ group of Shorebird Volunteers are
concerned that the constant disturbance of nesting,
roosting and feeding birds and their habitat, is already
impacting on nesting success, the presence of migratory
shorebirds and bird numbers generally.

East Coast Low storm events pose a serious threat
of dune erosion on Collingwood Beach

Lake Wollumboolas a birdlife gem in both the National §
Parks and Key Biodiversity Area profile of the Shoalhaven

Lake Wollumboola in thevarm season of 2013016 was
under siege from tourist visitors, hyped on the local news
media and social media message of prawns in the lake.

Thiswas a deliberate tourism message that went out,  Fealing and Resting in aress free habitat is important
supported by local news and social media that attracted

these visitors- and that was irresponsible. This all testifies to the impact that the basic intrusion of

people will make on birdlife, especially in key habitat
In that seasonand in subsequent warm seasons tourists areas where stress free seng and feeding are
and local residents have besieged Lake Wollumboolaimportant, especially for migratorgirds looking to build
fishing for blue swimmer crabs by day and prawns byup their reserves before flying north.

night and camping around the shores.

A further grade one exhibit is the thinking arising in the
It attracted allmanner of crab and shellfish gathering, management debate about solutions to the Hyams
often well in excess of the legal species and bagdimit Beach tourism drama that dominated in yet another
NSW Fisheries and the NPWS intervened and successfhigh tourism season of 20:2018.

court actions were successfully prosecuted.

Hyans Beach village is surrounded by Jervis Bay National
Park, Jervis Bay Marine Park or former Crown Land now
owned by the Jerrinja Lands Council and is but a short
hop to Booderee National Park.

The bushland is all zoned as E1 or Environment
Conservation 1lin the Shoalhaven Local Environment

Plan, the top grading of Environment Conservation that
usually applies to National Parks and Nature Reserves.
This zoning carried the highest restrictions.

These areas are all ihe Jervis Bay Key Biodiversity Area
which boasts the Eastern Bristlebird, rated as Endangered
under federal legislation and one of only eight species
targeted for specific conservation. Current assessment of
the population is that it is healthy.

The Eastern Ground Parraine of only three spees of
the Pezoporus genus in Australia, psesent in the
heathland around Hyams Beaahd "Endangeretunder

_ o federal legislation antiVulnerablé€ in state legislation.
The influx of visitors moved constantly around the shores

and over sandbanks in the lake, ignored ShorebirgMonitoring in the heathland by NPWS, supported by
nesting signs and fencing without any care. This intrusiveBirdLife - Shoalhaven volunteerssuggets a healthy
behavior can be very disruptive of birdlife on the lake. ~ Populationthat is vital to the survival of the species

Let's hope we don't see scenes like this
at Lakewollumboola!
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Sohow does the idea of an unpaved, largéoff site-
overflow" carpark in such habitat geso muchmileage
in the first place?

Joni Mitchell sggested many years ago th#tey would
"pave paradise and put up a parking [bt though
sealing is nopart of the local equation

The site is immediately adjacent to areas of important
conservation victories such as the Heritage Estate, Erowal
Bay Estates and TAFE bloitkis part of the fragile and
vital Booderee habitat corridor. It is too important twe

left as a possible solution to a tourism problem.

The site proposed is actually a 197A®80s "old tip"
4 closed because of leaching and other environmental
S concernsWoops!

Eastern Ground Parreta 2018 resident in the V|C|n|ty A February 8 artlcle by Adam Morton |n the Guardlan
of the proposed tourist car park noted that according tothe Climate Council'Tourism is

This area is now formally monitored for the BirdLife Australiass most vulnerable and least prepared industry
database as part of thdervis Bay KBA and boasts anto deal with climate change despite the fact it is already
amazing range of species across the seasons and yeafgeling its effects..”
mclu_dlng more threate_ned species such as the Spotted;,; perhaps, the challenge is
Harrier, Squar¢ailed Kite and Dusky Woedallow and
special rare species like the Southern Emran.

far more complicated than
parking solutions.

Booderee Avenye
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The Darter of the Opera
-byRob Dunn  The dartergot immediate attention fromsome tourists,

cream at Circular Quapefore going toa play at the foraging underneath the ferries and terminals.have
all changed whersuddenlyan Australasian Darter flew clearly a piece ofquay dartef!

up out of the water onto one of the ferry wheesa  This reminded me o visit to the Japanese Gdens in
couple of metresaway. Cowra many years ago, where a very heatihyter was
standing at the side of a pond full of large cafnon
after we got therejt dived in speared a fish within a few
secondsand returned to the side of the pond to feast on
its prey. The darter obviouslyknows how to utiliseour
urban and park environmeato its best advantage.

Wereturned to Sydnewnd Circular Quagver Easteand
were now on the loolout for "my' Darter, but
regrettably my avian experience at the Quay was limited
to Silver Gullsand feral pigeons We enjoyed our time
wandering through the Botanic Gardens, had coffee with
some attentive Sacred Ihiand retraced our steps to the
Quay later in the day.

Once again birding was not front of mind, until close to
the Opera Houserothe harbourside wal you guessed it
- we discovered another darter. A comparison of my two
photos showed that this was a completely different bird.

It was drying itself in the sun just a couple of metres from
three enthralled, young, American tourist$.was great

to see this fascinating bird doing its bit for Australian
tourism.

Anyone can go home from Sydney saying that they have
seen the Opera House, but who can say they have seen
The Darter of the Opera?!
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Powerful Owl Talk

We woud like to invite you to come along to the next She will also talk about sonwd the developing threats to

talk organised by BirdLife Shoalhavem presentation by  Powerful Owls, identified by the fantastic data collected
5N . SGK a2G0X . ANRfATS | meaitzdnlsdiehtist and g2 & Brisffupdhte dm difat t N
Officer. The talk is entitled "Citizen scientists make a can do to help urban birds.

powerful difference for owls. The project also needs your helgecords for Shoalhaven

When: 7:30pm on Monday 23rd April 2018 Powerful Owls are thin orthe ground in the project
database, and Beth would love to know how our own

Where the St Georges Basin Community Health Centre, Is are faring in the f f continuing urban nsion
21 Meriton Street, St Georges Basin. OWIS are faring in the face of continuing urban €xpansion.

Owils ahoy! Just in time for the breeding season, comeYour suggestions about what we can do to help our

along to hear an update about Powerful Owls in the city. amazing n_octurnal birds will be valued. Hope €@ you
there - it will be a hoot!

Beth will share what has been going on for owls in the bout Guest Speak
greater Sydney Basin, including fabulous records olA out our SUEst speaker

breeding success, and some good data about how urba etlh ha; bte;en_m?nagmg the B"dé':Ie r’?‘ u;trahapl;gwerful
owlsare using the landscape. wl project forjust over one yearSheholds a in

Conservation Biology and is particularly interested in
communitylevel responses to disturbance.

Chasing thesddeas she has spent the last 20 years
working with faunal communities in the desert uplands of
North Queensland, Wet Tropics rainforests and -sub
tropical coastal forests of the New South Wales mid
North coast, all great places for a person with an
unquerchable love of wildlife.

Beth has had a varied career as a quoll trapper, sexy fish
cartoonist, lizard breeder, frog and albatross wrangler,
flying fox mum, dissector of feral cats and educator

Basically,Beth has usedll these jobs as an excuse to go
see critters. Whilst she always thought she would end up
either marrying or becoming David Attenborough, Beth
finds educating people about conservation almost as
rewarding.

The talk is free for BirdLife Shoalhaven members, though
a gold coin donation would e appreciated from non
members to cover costs:eel free to pass this invitation
on to your friends. Everyone is welcom&®e hope to see
you there.

If you are planning to come along please emailr
secretary Kim Touzel ahoalhaven@birdlife.org.aty
Wednesday 18th April, so we will know numbers for
catering purposes.

- Kim Touzel
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Reading the Bherwerre Wetlands In June 2016 and again kebruary 2018 environmental
- by Chris Grounds ~and Aboriginal cultural workshops were conducted on

_ _ ., _ the wetland site for artistsand a followup exhibition
The Seellange Arts Festival will feature"®eading the ¢ planned for the works arising from these artist
Bherwerre Wetlands exhibition at the Sandholme experiences.

Guesthouse at Huskisson, involving art works by Vanessa
Barbay’ Wh|Ch feature |n thls article_ SeeChange 2018 will feature th|S eXh|b|t|0n

The exhibition opens on May 28 and runs to June 11YanesséBarbay-the Artist

10am to 4pm ach day, and is part of theéSandholme Vanessa is certainly one of the most qualified artists in

Salon Shotn The Arts festival theme for 2018'iShared ~ the Shoalhaven with a Visual Arts doctorate which

which features Bherwerre. University supported by an ANU research scholarship
20092013.

Introduction .
This is a story with many intertwined elements involving!
a very special local artist, the Bay & Basin 2018 Arts
Festival conservation, SeeChange, wetland, bird®f .
coursg, associated art, Aboriginal culture, the local |
Sanctuary Point and St Georges Basin community and t
Villages Forum, local schaglidents, Birdife Shoalhaven
(BLS), Bay and Basin Community Resources (BBCR),
our veritable local council. What a mixideed, it is a rich |
and fascinating story.

In early 2014 the Basin Villages Forbegana project to
convince council to develog councitowned bush block |
on Larmer Avenue, Sanctuary Point, next to Cockro
Creek,into a wetland reserve for passive recreatidrne
project, now four years old, advanced to the stage of
councilors accepting theonceptplan for the site in 2017.

BLS supported the conge by developing a bird [N conjunction with the practice component of this PhD
catalogue for the site and advising on bird hide locations.Project, Vanessa produced a dissertation exploring the
The number, types and species of birds at the sitetraditional representation of animals by Aboriginal

amazed people generally and proved a key stimulus tgpainters in Western Arnhem Land, particularly in site

the success of the concept. specific rock art.
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Vanessa was an inaugural recipient of the ANU Vice
Chancellos College Visiting Artist Fellowship for which
she brought together visual anthropology and painting in
a crosscultural collaborative painting project with
childhood friend Theresa Ardler, Gweagalg¢ Dharawal
woman from the Wreck Bay community.

She also has a strong connection to the Jervis Bay a
Basin Arts Society for whom she has served as- Vice
president and contributed over a number of years now as
committee member, which she continuder the 2018
SeeChange year.

Eventually, whenthe shopping village was created in
Burton Street, the Post Office moved there in the late
1980s. Vanessa was in her final years of High School and
grew up helping in the Post Office.

The actual original building remains on the original site
today as parof local heritage.

The Post Office has only recently moved to the
Woolworths complex though the premises would be
about the size of the original!

Vaness& Art Connection

Vanessa Barbay with two works from the Bherwerre Wetlands Vanessa ha; an amazmgly rich famlly herltage in the
project that will feature in Se@hange arts and environment.

Vanessa has a strong connection to Jervis Bay with heftS Vanessaecounts: "My father Tibor was Magyar

grandparents, Grandma and Psee photo) and parents (Hungarian) and art and music are central to their
both residents of Vincentia. culture, as are horsesVhen he, his brother Miklos and

my father saw my drawingshey instilled in me that | had
a talent passed down through the genemts - as both
grandmarents practiced art and music.

Vaness& grandparents ran the first general store and
had the first mail contract in Vincentia operating from a

small weatherboard building near the Vincentia boat
ramp, which they rented. Grandfather,"Nagyapa GeZawas ajeweler and prize

winning photographer who also played piano. He took
photos of the grandchildren on visits to Vincentia. He
carved elaborate frames for tapestries and designed
carpets featuring strange creatures, such as a winged
lion-elephant and peacock in thapestry below.
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He, Geza, would sit Vanessa down as a young child to dBirds are a common feature of h&oeuvré' or body of
drawing tasks for him, with Vanesseas motivated in  work, though usually post decomposition.

large part by not wanting to disappoint him. Vanessa was awarded a major art prize of $10,000 in

Vanessa Nanna Matild, played violinstitched old 2010 with her work'Avian Spectré(which is illustrated
master paintings into teestries and wove carpets. Matild belowleft).
was a'Czigany of Lake Balaton (Horse Gypsies) who had

Bherwerre WetlandArt Project
a goatherd.

One of the major elements of thevetlands project has
Geza, with Vanes$a father interpreting, would also been a Shoalhaven Arts Board Grant to produce exterior
relate stories of escape from the Russian army during theart installations of Wetland Murals.

world wars. This project has been developed and guided by Vanessa

Vanessa knows from these familinks that she was Barbay.
chosen to carry the artistic and historic legacy of the
Barbay/ Czigany clans as a young child. As Vanessa say
"It was my destiny to be an artist, although | feel out of
sync with Australian culture. | think this is why | was
drawn to Aboriginal culture due to the value placed on

artistic endeavour.

It could be said however that Vanessdike so many
gifted artists, is actually creating the Australian culture
of today, and even more so for the recognition that she
pays to Aboriginacultural heritage.

Vanessa dad was an amateur naturalist fascinated with
Australian animals, especially spiders. He became
taxidermist and createda natural history museum at
their home. When Vanessa began her university art
tuition, animals quicklypecame her main subject matter.

By the time Vanessa undertook her PhD she was
deconstructing taxidermy via decomposition printing and
researching animal representation in ochre within the
rock and bark paintings of Kunwinjku artists in Western
Arnhem Land

S N
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As Vanessa saydly partnership with BBCR has not only BBCR also providefilirther funding for facilitating art
built my capacity to produce public artwork for the workshops as part of theHarmonous Intergenerational
community ... but has... enabled me to share my skills Pathways pogrant'.

with primary school students (Tomerong and Sanctuary.

Point Public Schools), teagers (Vincentia Higland men Vanessa was
from community access.his is the fifth public mural
project | have produced in partnership with BBCR

involved in teachingtudents from
Tomerong Public School about designing the mursilsg
projected images.

BBCR have also agreed to fund the -gméiffiti coating for

the panels. Progress beyond these tasks for the second
stage of tle project required Vanessa to volunteer her
professional time to compte the work.

A number of the muralsvill be exhibited inSeeChange
2018 at a special Bherwerre Wetlands exhibitioBy
aligning theproject launch with the SeeChange Festival,
promotion of the Shoalhaven Council as a supporter of
local artists is multiplied due to the crowds of visitors
attracted to the winter artdestival.

It is intended that the installed murals will attract
attention from motorists and pedestrians and raise
awareness of the rich diversity of bird and orchid speciess
living in the area.

The Bay and Basin Community Resources group (BBCR):
volunteered to become the host organization to assist
council and community repsentatives in the facilitation
of ideas to enhance the passive recreation and &
conservation values of the sit®BBCR is adjacent to the
wetland site.

BBCR approachedanessan May 2016 about painting

twelve 122m x 122m panels featuring Indigenous birds -

and orchidghat inhabit the wetland. S — g R N N
R 25 e . ¢ Wt e e AL '

BBCR Great Mates Shed franfedr of the murals and
has constructed 2 of 4 steel rotating stands that hold 3
panels each

Loal photographerand BLS Conservation Offic€hris
Grounds who developed the bird site catalogue with
other BLS members,offered his photographs for
Vanessareference.

These will be erectedalong Larmer Ave in Sanctuary
Point and the images can be rotated at regular intervals
to display all of the panels.

BBCR wer able to securdunding to provide the mural
materials and labour to build the stands and frames for
the panels.

BirdLife ShoalhaveMagazineg Autumn2018¢ Pagel4



Vanessa has been producing public murals for 20 year3hetwelve panelsof Bherwerre birds supplemented with

developing a durable methodology and egatching style  site orchidswill be the first public sighage referencing the

decipherable atlose range and @m a distance wildlife wonderland that ies beyond the main roadf
this main entry to Sanctuary Point.

All murals she hagroduced before the Berwerre
project were drawn upreehandthough Vanessa decided
to use a projector to msure her enlargement ofthe
images were as accurate as possible.

TheSeeChangé&estival
Vanessa is producing a visual and oral history installation
for Shared Pathways featuring family photos and

recordings of early residents of Vincentia including herMempers .and. support_ers may like to visit Vanessa
mother and Uncle David. website at:http://laomedia.com/blog/
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