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In this issue ...  
      

            

 
Conservation Curiosities - by Chris Grounds ... page 9 
Chris comments on a number of "Conservation Curiosities" that have popped up in the 
Shoalhaven in recent months, including a Regent Honeyeater in a main street in Nowra, a 
Beach Stone Curlew (pictured left) and a Hooded Plover at Shoalhaven Heads, a Bar-tailed 
Godwit in St Georges Basin, Peacocks at Greenpatch in Booderee National, and a number 
of other oddities. 
 
 
 
 
 
       

Wilfords Lane Wetlands - by Charles Dove ... page 13 

Charles describes the Wilfords Lane Wetlands about 4 kilometres south of Milton, 
including its history, the birds that have been sighted there, and the plans to build three 
bird hides - which will be the first bird hides in the Shoalhaven. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interview with Norm Webb ... page 17 

Norm lives in St Georges Basin and is a champion for small birds. His own gardens are very 
bird-friendly, and he has helped build the gardens of the local scout hall and a couple of 
friends in his street, all of which are connected via streetscaping. In addition, as part of 
Basin Bushcare, Norm has made three local parks havens for small birds, as well as the 
Wirreecoo Garden at the Jervis Bay Maritime Museum (JBMM). Large birds are not 
ignored either, with Norm responsible for the "Save the Glossies" project at the JBMM.  

Norm shows how one determined individual can make a huge impact for the betterment 
of bird conservation in their local area.  
 
 
 

             
Eyre Bird Observatory - by Andrew and Sharon Morgan ... page 28 

Gerringong residents and BirdLife Shoalhaven members Andrew and Sharon report on 
their recent three month stint as managers of BirdLife Australia's Eyre Bird Observatory in 
Western Australia - tucked in between the Nullarbor Plain to the north, and the Southern 
Ocean to the south. 
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Bird watching , AGM, Dinner, Trivia Quiz  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This year's AGM will be held in Ulladulla on Tuesday 19th 
February. Prior to the AGM there will be a bird walk for 
those attending the AGM, followed by dinner at the 
Swordfish Restaurant in the Milton Ulladulla Bowling 
Club, the AGM and the Bird Trivia Quiz. The night should 
finish by 9pm. A detailed timetable is shown below. 
 
Birdwatching (4:30pm) 
Prior to the AGM there will be a birdwatching activity 
from 4:30 pm until 6:00 pm. We will meet at Mick Ryan 
Park in Milton (at the huge fig tree) at 4:30 pm (sharp) 
and then travel approximately 4km to the Wilfords Lane 
Wetlands where South East Local Land Services is 
planning to build Ulladulla's first bird hides, on private 
property. The guide will be Charles Dove. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dinner (6pm) 
After the birdwatching we can have dinner at the 
Swordfish Restaurant in the Milton Ulladulla Bowling Club 
from 6:00 pm until 7:00 pm. The menu can be viewed at 
www.miltonulladullabowlingclub.com.au/menu.html 
 
AGM (7pm) 
This year's AGM will be held at the Milton Ulladulla 
Bowling Club (68 St Vincent Street, Ulladulla) at 7pm on 
Tuesday 19th February. 
 
If you would like to nominate for the committee you have 
until 22nd January. Nominations can be submitted in any 
form you like (written, emailed, phoned) to the Secretary 
or President of BirdLife Shoalhaven. 
 
The AGM will be held in a private meeting room upstairs 
at the Bowling Club. The meeting should only take about 
half an hour or so, and will be followed by our fun, 
famous and now traditional Bird Trivia Quiz. 
 
Bird Trivia Quiz (7:30 pm - ish) 
This year all the questions are multiple choice, so the 
correct answers will be right there in front of you - easy! 
The trivia quiz should be done and dusted by 9pm which 
should give everyone plenty of time to get home at a 
reasonable hour. 
 
As usual, there will be 50 questions in the Bird Trivia Quiz, 
with this year's questions divided into 5 sets of 10 related 
questions. The subjects of the 5 sets will be - 

¶ famous birds 

¶ how well do you know your local birds 

¶ numbers and statistics 

¶ literature and popular culture 
¶ total trivia 

Come along for the birdwatching, dinner, AGM and trivia 
and you will have a great night! 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 (Tuesday 19th February 2019) 

http://www.miltonulladullabowlingclub.com.au/menu.html
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President 's Report  
- by Rob Dunn 

2018 was another active year for BirdLife Shoalhaven! 

Every year sees highs and lows in our bird conservation 
work, but in 2018 two wins stood out.  

The Lake Wollumboola Protection Association 
successfully fought the proposed developments of a golf 
course at the Lake and a major housing and commercial 
expansion at West Culburra. This achievement has been 
acknowledged by BirdLife Australia, as part of BirdLife 
International's KBA program. It is not every day that a 
small community organisation can act locally and make a 
global difference. In 2018 the Association did just that! 

The second win was the huge community effort which 
forced Council to reverse its decision to make Cudmirrah 
Beach open to off-leash dogs. The seemingly ever-
increasing rise in the number of tourists and dogs 
continues, but at least with this decision there was a 
sense of achievement for everyone involved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As in previous years, BLS arranged for a number of guest 
speakers on various bird issues, while MUD Birders, 
Shoalhaven Birdwatchers and BLS members maintained a 
full calendar of bird walks. In October the inaugural Bird 
Haven Festival in Shoalhaven Heads added greatly to the 
understanding and appreciation of our birds. The event 
was a huge success, drawing over 100 people, many of 
whom openly identified themselves as birding novices, 
and others who had especially travelled from out of the 
area. This proved that bird tourism has real potential in 
the Shoalhaven and that there are lots of local people 
who want to learn more and be involved. The organisers 
are already in the planning stage for this year to make it 
even bigger and better. So, put the weekend of 19 & 20 
October 2019 in your diaries now!  

At the beginning of 2018, the BLS Committee set itself 
the challenge of building Shoalhaven's first bird hide and 
promoting some of our bird walks with interpretative 
signage. We are still in the planning stage on a number of 
fronts, but several exciting opportunities have arisen. 

  
There are three new bird hides planned to be built on 
two private properties at Burrill Lake, funded by South 
East Local Land Services; the existing bird viewing 
platform at Lake Wollumboola is due to be renovated and 
expanded by Council and, with funds raised at the Bird 
Haven Festival and as part of OEH's Migratory Shorebirds 
Save our Species grant, we hope to have signage installed 
at the Lake, Shoalhaven Heads and other bird walk 
locations. Watch this space!  

Our magazines show that BLS and our network continue 
to make a difference for the conservation of our birds. 
This is underpinned by our expanding supporter base. BLS 
now has 600 members and supporters; a number which 
continues to increase each year. This is driven by 
community interest in our conservation work, more talks 
and walks, community group presentations, the Bird 
Haven Festival (coinciding with the Aussie Backyard Bird 
Count), and many of you who have forwarded the BLS 
Magazine to your friends or sent them to our website. On 
that subject, we now have a new-look website! It has all 
our Magazines, an increasing number of bird walks, 
details on our conservation projects and campaigns, a 
calendar of events, an emerging bird photo library, all our 
latest news and it looks great! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks for everyone's support for BLS and bird 
conservation in 2018. 2019 will inevitably bring more 
conservation challenges for BLS, but hopefully more wins 
to celebrate together, as well as opportunities to learn 
more about our birds with other interesting, fun people. I 
look forward to playing my own part in all of this and 
catching up with many of you in the year ahead. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Conservation Officer Report  
Summer 2018 / 2019 - by Chris Grounds 

There are many doors into the conservation room but 
one of the most engaging is first hand encounters with 
threatened species and their habitats. 

Participation in the NPWS Shorebird Recovery Project 
provides an access to some interesting bird and habitat 
conservation for about 100 volunteers in the Shoalhaven 
"Save Our Species" project. 

Two species are the focus for this report: 

¶ Pied Oystercatcher (Haematopus longirostris): 
endangered threatened species in NSW, otherwise 
secure. 

¶ Hooded Plover (Thinornis rubricollis): critically 
endangered threatened species in NSW; vulnerable in 
Victoria and South Australia, and Federal listing. 

In Booderee National Park this season, successful shore-
bird breeding created interest for Park staff, particularly 
the Natural Resources Team as well as the local Wreck 
Bay community who are the park owners and some of 
whom are NPWS volunteers.  

Movement and migration of breeding pairs of Hooded 
Plover and Pied Oystercatchers was certainly a major and 
developing theme. 

In 2016-17 a pair of Pied Oystercatchers nested near 
HMAS Creswell and were subsequently sighted at Green-
patch with a 3 week old chick around Christmas (see 
photo below). This was said to be a first for the site. The 
chick didn't survive but the parents stayed for some time, 
mixing with peak season visitor numbers.  

One of the parents has a Yellow Flag "YW", which was 
traced to Corner Inlet in Victoria, adjacent to Wilsons 
Promontory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This pair were discovered again on November 18th 2018 
after an extended absence, in the corner of the Green-
patch estuary with a one week old chick but the trio 
disappeared from the locality soon after, almost certainly 
due to relentless people pressure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another shorebird breeding failure seemed likely until 
our Jervis Bay KBA Guardian, Karen Davis, came across 
some POCs at a visit to Hole In The Wall (two kilometres 
east of Greenpatch) one month later.  

That information created some excitement and a quick 
check on December 17th revealed that the trio had 
survived and the chick was thriving in ideal habitat. It was 
now five weeks old, having migrated two kilometres 
along the coastline as a tiny, young chick.  

The faultless verification for this sighting was of course, 
the Yellow YW flag on one of the parents, probably the 
father. The value of a flag! 

That chick fledged on Boxing Day but the trio remained 
well settled in the Hole-In-The-Wall beach-reef-lagoon 
habitat until another movement back and forth between 
Greenpatch and Hole-In-The-Wall commenced in mid-
January. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Greenpatch Chick of Victorian POC "YW" 

 Greenpatch chick 2018 

Greenpatch / Hole in the Wall juvenile and mum 2019 




































































