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Contributions

If you have anynformation about conservation issues, or
if you would like to share some of youbirding
experiences, travel stories or anecdotes with fellow
members please send details to the editor at
shoalhaven@birdlife.org.awith any related photos
drawingsor maps.

In addition, if you have any bird photographs you would
like to share, please send them in as well. This includes
photos of unidentified buds that could be used in our
"What Bird is Thissection.

Contributions / suggestions / criticisms / feedback etc.
are always welcome.
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Thank you to all the BirdLife Shoalhaven members who
contributed articles to this newsletter, and also those
people who supplied images.

Contributors to this newsletter includ€hristine Rigg,
Frances Bray, Chris Groundatt Jones, RmDunn, Stan
Brown, Su Brown, Maggie PatolVarren Wilsonand

Marg Hamon

In addition, images from the following websites have
been used in this newsletter BirdLife Australiathe
Office of Environment and Heritage, Save Collingwood
Beach (website and Facebook page) and Shoalhaven City
Council.
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may not have been acknowledged. If you have not been
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Disclaimer

The information in articles submitted for publication in
this newsletter is accepted in good faith and although the
editor has exeavoured to verify the accuracy of all
information,  BirdLife =~ Shoalhaven  accepts no
responsibility for any errors, inaccuracies or
exaggerations that may be contained within articles in
this newsletter.

Also, the views expressed in this newsletter are &o$
the editor, contributors or branch members. They may
not bethe views of BirdLife Australia.

Errors

If you find any errors typographical or factual in this
newsletter, please let the editor know. The beauty of an
electronic newsletter is that it an be amended after
publication.

Cover Photo

The cover photo of an Eastern Spinebill was contributed
by BirdLife Shoalhaven member Warren Wilsas was
the Eastern Yellow Robin (lefijlore of Warren's images
can be viewed avww.imageupphotography.com
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President's Report
-by Rob Dunn  The majority of the meeting was taken up with discussion

In late May the new BLS Committee held its first meeting®n our activities and piorities for the medium and long

to look at how the branch could best build upon its work term. As with all volunteer organisations the challenge

I 2YYAGGSSQa FYyR YSYOSNERQ LJ
available time, while still covering all of the goals of the
organisation. | am hopeful that we have got this right.

Firstly we revisited ougovernance arrangementsand
confirmed that these continue to provide a sound
framework for the future. Accordingly BLS will continue
to offer opportunities or promote activities in bird Key activities to date will obviously be a continued
conservation, science, advocacy, education andPriority, such as our advocacy work, promotion of BLS
recreation with our thee goals ¢ to improve YSYOSNRQ LINEINI Ya | yR 0ANR;
conservation outcomes, to promote the appreciation and the BLS newsletter. In addition somew ideas were put
understanding of birds and to build a strong BirdLife On the table at our meeting:

Australia and BL& remaining unchanged. Our Working ¢ Taking on a role dfguardiart' for the Jervis Bay
Arrangements were also reviewed and some minor Important Bird Area for BirdLife Australand

changes made in particulancreasing the quorum from preparing an annual survey on changes in threats to
three to four given the increased size of the Committee.  inhe Eastern Bristlebird

Another change was the result of a review of the values." Expanihgthe BLS calendar to ime workshops

of BirdLife Australia, which are now stated as: with guest speakerto complement the bimonthly
| Passion We bring people together around a love of meetings of MUD Birders
nature. 9 Getting behind the National Twitchathon on 29/30
1 Excelence- Science and knowledge is at the centre of October
everything we do. 1 Promoting BLS and birdwatching at community fairs
1 Leadership We empower and inspire people to lead film nights, book launches, etc.
with courage and purpose. 1 Improving our promotional m@terials to expand our
1 Collaborationg We embrace diversity and work in reach
partnership with mutual respect. 1 Identifyingand promotinggood birdwatching areas
1 Integrity¢ Our success is bad on experience, and walks in the Shoalhaven to include bird hides
honesty, trust and fairness. where a_pproprié}te _ o
1 Impactg We think globally, lead nationally and act 1 Expanding our links with other BirdLife branches and
locally conservation oriented organisations

Any changes to the Working Arrangements need to beWe will be expandig our thinking on these ideas and |
approved by the members at the Annual General Wil invite you to have your own input and give you the
Meeting or Special General Meeting. Given timinor ~ Opportunity to get involved.

nature of the changes it was agreed that this _Would be: VF2Nldzyl 68te | t2d4 2F GKS
done at the next AGM, though the Committee has phe taken up on advocacy issues, as evidenced in the
already adopted the increased quorum for its meetings. cgnservatiorOfficer's eport. | am now starting to

L
birdli
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appreciate the time and energy required to fight for the
conservation of birds and react to issues as they arise.
take my hat off to BLS members that are committed to
take on this often very challenging work.

Despie the time this has involved recently, some
progress has been made on a number of issues:

1 On 4 July a birding stall was set up at the Jervis Bay

Maritime Museum Envo Fair. A special thanks to
Stan Brown and other BLS members, who ran things
on the daylmportantly wegot a lot of interest and
Stan and his helpers had a lot of fun téde aim to

run a similar stall at the Sanctuary Point Community
Pride Fair on 29 October.

MUD Birders want to leall BLS membetaow they
areverywelcome to go to theiclub meetings in
Milton. The September meeting promises to be a
extra special evening with a presentation by Joe

In May, | attended the BirdLife annual meeting of
branch representatives to discuss nat&bprograms
and how these could be supported by branckese
photo on previous pageAt the meeting | talked to
people from BirdLife Southern Highlands and BirdLife

Southern NSW, who are keen to support us in any way

they can- on advocacy issueby speaking at our
events andoy inviting us on their outings.

We are buildinga productiverelationship with the
Jervis Bayregionaklliance on the Collingwood Beach
campaign and a proposal to move the tenure of local
State Forests to Jervis Bay National Park.

| look forward to updating you on further progress in |

coming newsletters.

In the meantime do not hesitate to get in contattybu
have any other ideas for BLS to make a difference for th

conservation of birds and how we can all learn more and. ™

have fun at the same time!
- Rob Dunn
0438 250 600
president@birdlifeshoalhaven.org.au

CoIIingwod eac van

Vale Peter Ward

Sadly, Peter Ward passed away on the evening of
Thursday 14th July 2016.

Peter was one of those lovely gentlemen who had a great
love of nature, boating and the outdoors. His interest in
shorebirds, especially in and around the Shoalhaven
River, wawery strong and passionate.

Peter was involved in the 2020 Shorebird Survey
Program, and would sometimes show you his favourite
hidden spots on the river. He had time for everyone,
whether you were his regular crew or ndile was always
ready to help, espaally when Rex Worrell was out of
action, to survey the Shoalhaven Heatétle was there
with gusto and his help was much appreciated by all
involved in the program.

Peter was a cheery soul and keen birdwatcher with a
good sense of humouOn ShorebirdSurveys he would

ruit and vegetables to share.

C2NEKIF 83 | dzadGNIfAlQa ydzy ?f@rNE’”’égg@r‘g §%“E%§%lﬁma§ey°ak&9r|\?a\%cheé%

He will be missed by many, on and off the water. No
doubt the birds will miss him too.

Farewell old friendMay the Curlews be with you.

- Stan Brown

1\ / o ¢

Rex Worrell (left) and Peter Ward
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Conservation Officer Report TheBherwerre Wetlandproject has been a more positive
-by Chris Grounds ~ recent experiencelt was a site for a SeeChange Arts

] ] ) . Festival activity calledReading The Lahdn which a
The months since the formation of the new committee in group of artists were guided through an experience on

March have been very busy with conservation actions.ihe wetland as an art stimulus.

The following have been subjects of conservation _ _ _
consideration and action: This began with a slide show featuring a range of wetland

area birds now catagued by BLS, then a number of

T Collingwood Beach Dune Vegetation Management  \y4iks and activities designed to develop a strong visual
I Shoalhaven Seaplane Development Application stimulus for the artistsThe bird photos are now being

I Bherwerre Wetland used to develop large scale paintings for static display at
I Lake WollumboolaQulburra Golf Course proposal the wetland. The intention is that this will lead tthe

1 Shoalhaven State Forests lobbying artists producing an art work in a media of their choice

There is a comprehensive separate report frovtatt for a future exhibition on the wetland.

Jones androb Dunn concerning th€ollingwood Beach The bird catalogue has been extended by six species to
dune vegetation management issue, which has generatecseventy four with the Pacific Heron and Ho&eaded
a lot of community based conservation action. Grebe being added when the recent east coast fain

BirdLife ShoalhaverB($is part of that action whicalso ~ Prought Basin waters in over the wetland.
involves the Jervis Bay Regional Alliance, Vincenti® is of some passing interest that birds were strongly
Matters and Bushcare volunteers whilst the Greens haverepresented in a number of exhibitions in the art festival.

expressed support for the actions of the local groups. . . . .
P PP group BLS also provided a submission to Council concerning the

BLSwrote a letter to the Mayor, allcouncillorsand the  proposal for aGolf Course at LajnBow Pointin the NW
General Manager to voice owbjection to a proposed peninsula of the Lake Wollumboola catchment.
demonstration site A major thrust of thdetter was to
establish that the dune vegetation is also bird habitat
with associated important connections anthat the
demonstration site would damage this

BLS made one emphatic recommendation in our
submission, which was.. the complete rejection of the
proposal for a golf course on Long Bow Pobetause it
would represent a significantna unjustified risk to Lake
BLS became aware earlier thisay of adevelopment 2 2 f dzyo22fF FyR AdGa OF GdOKY
application DA before council to operate aeaplane international significance as habitat for so many bird
tourism businesswhen we were approached about the species, includinghreatened migratory species. Instead
possibility of being involved in monitoring tlaperation.  BLS considers that the future of this site should be settled

This DA proposed to operate on the Shoalhaven Rivervia the Halloran Planning Proposal Determination process

over Shoalhaven ¢&ds and Comerontslandas well as and zon_ed for environment protection hopefully as part
Island Point on StGeorges Basin and had been with Of JBNational Park.

council since 2015, so some considerable work had3LS has also been a signatory to a joint proposal
already been done by council and other authorities. concerning regional State Foreststo the state

BLS provided a submission objecting to this DA on &nvironment Minister, Mark Speakmafthe proposal,
number of gromds, includingthe likely disturbance in which originated with the Jervis Bay Regional Alligrise

key bird, migratory bird and threatened species sites. ~ [© Move the tenure of the TomerongCurrambene,
Nowrathe northern section of Yerriyong State Forests to

Council had proposed to BLS thee could be involved in  jBNational Park antb halt any proposedlogging noting
monitoring this operation but a key response in this major connectivityissues and threatened species hahitat
submission was that BLS was not prepared to beledd  The  Australian  Orchid Council and  Australian
in any proposed monitoring of the seaplane operation  Conservation FoundatieShoalhaven branch were the
Twol $& . [{ NBO2YYSyRatériatvy 3 OBesgRaofieR | & wo o o

flight paths should be sought which are not likely to pMost importantly, the letter is a deliberate netwdrlg
directly impact on the lifecycle requirements of with other conservation organizations which BLS is
threatened/migratory and protectedvian species and. committed to in our statement of values.Such
WSPOAASR aasSaaySyidda 27 &7 Fuhbofkihdd ab€eial B Sucdedifl lelindbRdrion Betidh
The D.A. was subsequently approved for a period of twof0r BLS and other conservation bodies in the Shoalhaven.
years and BL®ay refer thigo the Commonwealth.
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Lake Wollumboola Report

- by Frances Bray

This winter Lake Wollumboola has undergone dramatic
changes as a result of the East Cdast 4"-6™ June and
is continuing to provide fascinating insights into
migratory and native bird life behaviour.

Tom Kaar and | continue to undertake Birdlife 2020°
counts each month at Lake Wollumboola and Tom joinsse=———#8 === : =
Peter Ward and Phil Craven for the Shoalhaven S S asToRe : i
Craokhaven River estuary count by boat! ' s

The last few months have been busy with the BarTailed Godwits sheltering
Development Application for the proposed golf course A There was an immediate response from the birds.

Long Bow Point in the Lake catchment bagleghibition. g, hrisingly | saw 4 Little Terns the day after the opening.
As the NPWS Shorebird volunteer coordinator at LakéMore significant though was the dramatic increase in-Bar
Wollumbala, | played a small part in the preparation of Tailed Godwit numbers. A flock of about 30 over
the delightful childrets story book "The Birds, the Sea wintering BafTailed Godwits together witB Blacktailed
and Mé' - about South Coast Shorebirds, which was Godwits had been present since the summer. However
launched on 8 July. their numbers increased dramatically to at least 250 birds

Impact of East Coast Low immediately after _the opening. A small group of 5 Red
Knots were also with them.

Huge waves and high tides opened Lake Wollumboola

just before midnight on Sunday'Sune. They carved out The BaiTailed Godwit numbers are less now, lastthey

a deep and wide opening over several days, whilstare spreading out over the extensive shallow areas it is
maintaining the lake water level. This is the first lake difficult to count them.l took the photo of the Baf ailed
opening that | know of where the opening was from Godwits as they sheltered together against the gale. Matt
ocean forces rather than the lake breakitigough the  Jones took the accompanying photo of both Bailed
sand bar. Eroded sand and foreshore vegetation haveand BlackTailed Godiits in flight.

been washed into the Lake. The Lake remains open, buler their first migration, young BaFailed Godwits
with calmer weather, it is likely to close quickly. ALISYR GKSANJ FANRG F88 &8t
coastal wetlands before commencing their first return
flights to breed in Alaska. Small flocks usually stay at Lake
Wollumboola until April but this year has been different.

Within days of the opening Swans, Chestnut and Grey
Teal and native waders including Redcked Avocets
and Black Winged Stilts departedthe lake changed to
tidal mode and from frestorackish to salt water.

Eastern Curlews

The Eastern Curlew is the largest of the migratory
waders. Tom and | counted 3 Eastern Curlews at Lake
Wollumboola during our March count. However the
really significant sighting was 89 in March, which Tom
and others counted at Shoalhavenatdis.

Disappearing Lake Wollumboola sand bar It is tragic that so many of the migratory waders are now
listed as Threatened Species. Numbers of key species are
declining rapidly mainly because of the loss of their

changed.d W?haihls left tOf tr}[e s(,janttjl bart‘ d'S vet\ry flat coastal wetland habitats on the Chinese and South
compared wi € recent past and at low tide ex ens've.Korean coast, but also becausd# loss of habitat in

sand banks and mudflats have opened up. The Lake 'Rustralia. The BaFailed Godwits were listed this year as

IlkeOIIy tc;h.produce excdellent _tt):lor}dltlgps fct>r mtlgrr]atory Vulnerable under the Commonwealth Environment
waders thissummer, and possibly for Pida/stercatches Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act with the

but good conditions for nesting Little Terns is less certain.c_ <torn Curlew listed as Critically Endangered in 2015.

The habitat for birds particularly nesting birds has
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| 9-10 Black-tailed Godwits

© MATTHEW JONES ¥
WWWMATTHEWJONESPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

As Shoalhaven residents we have a custodialproject was funded by the NSWhvironment Trust and
responsibility to ensure that the two most significant produced by Anna Jarrett and Julie Sydenham in
NSW South Coast migratory wader habitats that is, Lakeollaboration with students from six schools between
Wollumboola and the Shoalhaven Crookhaven EstuaryShoalhaven Heads and Ulladulla.

are protected into the future. The Birds, the Sea and Nkea delightful story of a young

Golf course develoment application girl spending her mornings on the beacloking out for
Shoalhaven City Council put the application for a golfthe shorebirds. It was developed through a series of
course at Long Bow Point, Lake Wollumboola on publiavorkshops at shorebird nesting sites followed by
exhibition in MayJune for the third time since 2011. workshops at each of the schools. | participated in the
Thanks to Birdlife Shoalhaven and individual members foonsite workshop at Lake Wollumboola for Culburra Public
lodging objections d this development proposal. If it School students telling thestories about the Little Terns
were to proceed, it would cause pollution of surface and and Pied Oystercatches and showing them Narelle
ground water runoff to Lake Wollumboola with 2 NA 3K Qa LIK20G2 LI yStao

devastatlpg consequences fgr Lake_ wgter quality andAt the launch students, parents and teachers expressed
ecology, including loss of its diverse birdlife.

their enthusiasm for the project and for protection of
The Halloran Planing Proposal Determination as  shorebirds.Hopefullywe will see the stdents and their
determined by the Department of Planning and family members visiting the shorebird sites and engaging
Environment should be the means whereby the future of with the volunteers this season and into the future.

the Lake catchment, particularly Long Bow Point is :
decided- not the golf course DA. Congratulations to all concerned.
Copiesare available for$20 from NPWS Offices and all
good bookstores. Phondodie Dunpn NPWS Shorebird
Recovery Gardinator, on0427012960for more infa

Book Launch The Birds, the Sea aride * - Frances Bray
¢ KS OKAf RNE\BRE, the Sehjand Mevas
launched at Ulladulla Civic centre oA 3uly. This NPWS  (* see book review on next pagéd)

The Determination requires that Long BoRoint be
zoned for environment protection.
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The Birds, the Sea and Me Jodi Dunn and Simon Tedder tife NPWS Shorebird
- book review by Chris Groursd ~ Recovery Project steered the projettt fruition for the

] ) ] ] Office of Environment and Heritage on the back of an
A _hlghly productwe collaboration of Nauo_nal Parks a”dEnvironmental Trust GrantThe Shorebird Recovery
Wildlife with Shoalhaven schools, an artist, an author \q\ynteers also contributedmade critical support and
story teller and a local publisher has resulted in aere thanked at thevery successful launch on July 9 at
wonderful portrayal of the shorebird story of our coast, iha Ulladulla Library The south coast touch was
“The Birds The Sea and Me completed with publishing by Harbour Publishing House
based at Ulladulla.

A truly impressive and noteworthy element of the
process was the participation and engagement of primary
and high school students around the Shoalhaven.

The schools involved werBlilton Public School, Sussex
Inlet Public School, Culburra Public School, Shoalhaven
| SIFRa tdzofAO {OK22fx !'tflR
Star of the Sea at MiltorThe studentsnvolvedat these
schools and their teachers ate be congratulated.

The speech by local school teacher Jessica Marks at the
launch was testimony to the degree and intensity of
involvement required of both staff and students, as were
the words of both Anna and Julie.

The experience of being involved chthen seeing such

quality literature portraying such an important
conservation story of their home will be a memorable
life-long experience for the students.

The book is an authentic ShoalhavénSouth Coast
production with a powerful message directed #te
whole community PerhapsShoalhaven Council and their
Tourism sectiommight use this ®ry for their "Unspoilt

- Shoalhavehpromotions
The story line is authentically south coadRikkilovesto ! & GKS 0221 Qa YIAy ®OfelNd O
explore the beaches and learn about the birds that livelucky to be living here in this wild place . . . | want

there while her dad goes for his morning surf. Sheeveryone to know about these special endangered birds.
watches the shorebirds find homes, make nests and tryThe more we know, the more we can help to care for
to raise their chicks in the wild coastal landscape that isthem."

often as harsh as it isshutiful” The book is a steal at $20 and is available from NPWS
Jode Dunn [NPWS] describes this book "asbeautiful ~ Offices and all good bookstores.

collaboration. The Birds, The Sea and Me is an inspiring

and informative story for children and families. It makes a

powerful creative tool for environmental education and

communitybased shorebird protection prograrhs

The Hooder Plover, Pied/&ercatcher and Little Tern are
the principal bird characters and iconic sites like
Shoalhaven Heads, Lake Wollumboola, Berarra Creek,
Lake Conjola, Racecourse Beach and Narrawallee testify
to the geography of our coast.

The book is a very nicely balancetx of environment,

literature and art, which speaks to the creative talent of

Anna Jarrett as Creative Director and Writer and Julie

Sydenham as Artist and Illustrator. Julie Sydenham, Jessica Marks, Anna Jarretie Ihgfin
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