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This season's interview is with Marg Hamon, colourful
South Coast birding identity ... see pagje

Contributions

If you have anynformation about conservation issues, or
if you would like to share some of youbirding
experiences, travel stories or anecdotes with fellow
members please sendhem with any related photos
drawings or maps tbrett@brettdavis.com.au

In addition, if you have any bird photographs you would
like to share, please send them in as well

Contributionsof articles, imagessuggestionscriticisms
feedbackand correctionsre always welcome.
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GeneralDisclaimer

The information in articles submitted for publication in
this magazinds accepted in good faith and although the
editor has endeavoured to verify the accuracy of all
information, BirdLife Shoalhaveand BirdLife Australia
acceptno responsibility for angf the errors, inaccuracies
or exaggerations that may be contained it articles in
this magazine

Also, the views expressed in thizsagazineare those of
the editor, individual contributors and branch members.
They may not behe views of BirdLiféShoalhaven or
BirdLifeAustralia.

Errors

The beauty of an electronimagaine is that it can be
amended after publicationso if you find any errors-
typographical or factual in thismagazine please let the
editor know.

Cover Photo

This season's cover photo of an endangered Hooded
Plover was taken by Kim Touzel. Hoodies are one of the
birds targeted by the South Coast Shorebird Recovery
Program- see the 2017 / 2018 report on pagdé.
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President 's Report Powerful Owl talk
-by Rob Dunn It was great to have 60 or so people coming along to the

It would be remiss of me not to mention two issues, one Science Powerful Owl project in April. As well as providing

longstanding and one that unexpectedly came out of the fascinating insights into the ecology of the species, it
last Council meeting. showed how a grat science communicator can get

. _ across important issues and at the same time maintain
The NSW Department of Planning and Environmentyq interest of everyone.

recently recommended that applications for theorig _
Bow Point Golf course and West Culburra mixed uséVlany thanks to Beth for coming down from Wollongong.

developments at Lake Wamboola be refused. Good We have been trying to arrange a date with our next
news! speaker for the next evening talk. piefully we can

. : . . finalize this soon.
Public meetings of the Independent Planning Commission

will now be held on 2th July in Culburra Beach. Given
recent media, a wide range of viewsill certainly be
expressed. One can only hope that the meeting upholds}:
the NSW Governmels recommendations and we have &
positive hews to reporin our next magazine

Meanwhile at the last Council meeting, 4éash dog
access was supported on Cudmirrah Beach, a critical sit
for our beachnesting birds. Chris Grounds, our §
Conservation Officer expands on this issue later in theg Ay , 43
magazine. These issues are complex andtirfadeted o - " ‘ eyt
with lots of misinformation and conflict. - Powerful Owl.-

T W%

BLS has a major role in supporting local organisations, like" - o | ,’

%

K ) 5
'.’ l.."‘ 4

CEOQO, is making submissions looth issues to make it

clear these are not just local issues, but are of national,Our last Committee meeting
indeed international, importance. The BLS Committee meets every quarter to review key

issues that we have been working on and priorities

What's in a name? ahead. One discussion point at our May meeting was

Those with an eagle eye may have picked up that W&uilding theShoalhavets first bird hide.
have renamed théBirdLife Shoalhaven Newslettetthe
"BirdLifeShoalhaven Magazitie The obvious place to do this is at Lake Wollumboola. So,

Mike Jefferis, BLS Committee member, and | went to the
lake to meet with Frances Bray fronthe Lake
Wollumboola Protection Association to discuss the idea
and look afpossible sites.

This is hardly an eartbhattering decision byyour
Committee, but we feel'magaziné better reflects our
aim to promote bird conservation to the wider
community, rather than &newsletter', which implies it is
aimed only at our memérship.

BirdLife Shoalhaven Magazine

Winter 2018

Please help us get the BLS Magazioet there' to
anyone who might be interested. The curréesueand
all backissues are on our website and anyone can ask to
be added to our mailing list to get the magazine directly
sent to them.
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Frances was really enthusiastic and then surprised us bi¥luseum to provide habitator, and promote the threats
saying the obvious site was at the existing bird viewingfaced by the Glossy Bla€lockatoo.

platform. "What bird viewing platform? was our
response. Frances then pushed through overgrown
vegetation to reveal a very unloved and dilapidated
platform, which still commands an amazing view of the We also plan to hold a talk in Octob&trthe Museum, as
lake and its birds. part of their next art exhibition by KurtrBreton entitled
"Report from the Littoral Zorie to highlight the plight of
the Glossies.

A few of us wilbe planting the trees in midugust. If you
would like to help out please get in contact.

o aQuerent Viewin:

A |
-

)
,,é-.'

We have spoken to Council staffho have since visited
the site and will be discussing options with us shortly.
This may well raise issues of funding and we will need tges"
put our heads together if that is the case. We may not
end up with Shoalhaves first bird hide, but a fully
restoredbird viewing platform at one of the Shoalhaven
premier birding locations will be a great result! So watch
this space! We can then think about a bird hide!

Aussie Backyard Bird Count
22-28 October arethe dates for this yeas Aussie
Backyard Bird Count.

Many of you took part last
year, many of whom were|
new to BirdLife Australia. We
Save the Glossies will be looking to run events
In recent magazines, we have highlighted that we areand do media to get more ng

always keen to har from anyone who has projects that people involved this year. If4 ’ - R4
g™ 4

they want to take on. you would like to help out
pleaseget in contact or just
et your friends to dowload the app and get counting!
he app is called "Aussie Bird Count" and is available for
both iOS and Android devices.

Norm and Maureen Webb, two loAgrm members of
Birdlife and leaders in conservation in the Bay & Basi
area, recenly raised the idea of plantingaGuarina trees
in the reserve adjacent to the Jés Bay Maritime
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CO report - Blinkere d Vision One basis of her arguments was that Cudmirrah was not

- Conservation Officereport by ChrisGrounds @ shorebird nesting beach, specifically for Hooded
- photos by Chris Grounds, Mike Clear, Jodie Dunn Plovers, which is tragicallyrong.

-

; .
Qudmirrah Beach | CUDMIRRAH BEACH @ |

: Use of this facility may be hazardous
Please take reasonable cm h?t your safety.

DODE®®

- . Mo LN )
B [<Deimmis] &

- e

s

The Ordinary Meeting of Shoalhaven Council on June 2§
included further testimony to the parlous state of the i
knowledge ad understanding of threatened species we §

have come to expect of some of our civic leaders. ’

Endangered in NSWAs such it is at extremely high risk
of extinction in the immediate future for the population
of 65 individuals in NSW (OEH).

Councils own booklet'Guide to OffLeash Dog Areasf
March 2016 on Page 7 designates Cudmirrah as one of
the many shorebird nesting sites in the Shoalhaven and
there is no current variation to that advice. It is a special
pity when Councillors do not consult coutrgilown
documents, especially advice tthe community and
public.

The entrance to the beach from the Sussex Inlet Surf Club
greets visitors with 4Dog OrLeashadvisory sign above
Threatened Species signage and further along, an
advisory sign with information about the Hooded Plover,

. _ co-signedby Council with NPWS and the CMA.
Councillor Pat White tabled a proposal for a twelve _ _
month trial of a 24/7"Dog OffLeash on Cudmirrah  The NPWS Shorebird Recovery data certainly records the

Beach and this was approved seven votes to five. beach as having a history of Hooded Plover nesting area
though not in the most recent breeding seasons.

Yes, that old red herring of dogs needing beachexf- . . . .
leash! Dare we spare a beach in tHd&et Friendly Council has two officers designated to deal with
obsesed Shoalhaven from dog intrusion, disturbance threatened sgcies matters but no staff report was used
and further threat to threatened species shorebirds? by councillors!

The idea in itself doedrsurprise that much but the sheer |f you were going to develop such a proposal you would
lack of veracity in the argument for such a proposal by CIfalk to the NPWS Shorebird Recovery team, right?
White and the fellow councillors whsupported the  Perhaps you would talk to the local, resident volunteers
proposal, signals reasons for serious concern in thevho have worked for some years inathprogram? No!
conservation of threatened species in the Shoalhaven. ~ Why let the truth get in the way of a bad proposal.
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How you can help

couth coast * Stay cloar of shorebod nestng weas

Endangered Hooded Plovers
' . s Yaep dogs on Washes at 8 times
* Dont et your cog chase buds

® Stay oown by the watel when walking

This beach is home to a palr of endangered hooded plovers.
Less than 50 of these birds remain in NSW. They need your
help 1o survive, Please stay clear of the nesting areas by

. : | sy | 10 avold disturbing nesting Hirds and
walking down by the water's edge and keeping dogs on leashes. Mioaded phoest chachs = \ | "RE;"O / their chucks.
" - 3 r‘\b“’-l * Hecome & Shorebird Yoluntees with
nests on the beach o O * & NSW National Parks and Wildlife Seevice
[ “| 4 - A “

Hooded plovers ase small, timid shorebinds stepped on by beach goers and dogs. PY . 1 -,\S. * Report any "Hoodle" sighnngs o
that nest between August and Apell, They ‘ ! FO NI distuptive behaviour 1o NSW Kaioas

nake shallow nest scrapes in the sand fus Nesting berds will leave their nests il you " - Parks and Wildide Service on 4454 2300,
o shall I SCIRPRE By Lok ST o get 100 close, Unprotected e9gs and i

% t &

Dove the ah bde mark and into the dunes,
e A arkandinta the dunes. . oy i< may be taken by predators stich

£90% and Chacks are camouBaged Lo avold 25 ravens. get 1o hot of cold or ¢hicks
predatoes. They ate difficult to see and oasily may even starve

| believe BirdLife Shoalhaven is now a recognized groufhe beach is also part of the critical threshold, northern
with quality information and advocacy to offer in the distribution of the Hooded Plover in NSW. The group of
interest of threatened species conservation but we were beaches, Mary, Cave, Bherwerre and Cudmirrah,
not appraached at all. constitute the mostnortherly population distribution in
NSW.Any fragmentation of this habitdbreeding zone in
his threshold area will exacerbate the already highest
evel threat to the species.

Consultation was clearly based on talking to the people
whose specific vested interest you seek to represent an

not to the people who can mount a serious counter
argument. That view is supported by BirdLife Australia and its
This raises the deeper concern of dividing and polarizing{?esea.rCh staff_ mvolvedv\nt_h Hc_)od_e .d Ployers. Thelr.

the communiy and serious questions about the veracity xpenence points o quite S|gn_|f|cant Increases —in
of the proposal and compliance with policy and principlesbreG(jlng sticcess when dogg, parchIarIerﬂ{fsh dogs,

of community engagement. are not on breeding beachewith fledgling rates trebling

in just a few years.

BLS is working with conservation partners to provide a
response to this decision. | was interviewed by AB
lllawarra on July 5,tdheir request, about this matter.

I have also written to the Minister for Environment and
Heritage, Gabrielle Upton, advising her of our opposition
and serious concerns. The letter says in part:

The beach has a known history of Hooded Plover nestin
which has ceased only in recent breeding seasons wh
local volunteers have reported the growing presence o
off-leash dogs. The known history with nesting at this
beach is logged with the NPWS Shorebird Recove
Progam. The beach is currently ahOnLea$" dog

beach.
This particular matter is dlitmus papel test of the

species in NSWThis status is covered by the NSWhreatened bird species on our coast by both local and

Biodiversity Conservation Act. state government.
The species is also involved in your governeésave e 1
Our Speciésconservation strategy. That strajg involves '5\ s = Hoodie Chick

a specific south coast program, which operates in the

-

Shoalhaven under the @rdination of the NPWS. There is -y, =
an entire volunteer, citizen science, observation and dat e
recording action involving literally dozens of volunteers TR f’*’

under NPWS supégsion. Many of our BLS members areh --r,.,‘ / ‘ ’ j

involved in this program.
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An Interview with Marg Hamon
- by Brett Davis

BLSSo how did you get interested in birding?

MH: The two ladies next door were very keen birders

Marg Hamon is well known in birding circles on the Southmembers of RAOU and BO(&e below). They used to

Coast through her activities with the Miltddlladulla

go to all kinds of places around Austaatin birding trips

District Birdwatchers, South Coast Shorebird Recoverylike the Kimberley and Iron Range. And my father was
BIGnet (the Bird Interest Group Network) and more. Shelnto birding too. It was always a part of life. | wasn't a
lives in the quiet seaside villagé Bawley Point with her
partner of 46 years, Maggie, aidit - their cat (!)

Marg's fatherlived at Bawley Point from 1918 when he
was 8 months old until he went to university, and he
went backthere for the last eight years of his lifélis
parents were both from Milton, descendants of pioneers
who came to Milton in the 1850sMarg was born in
Sydneybut considers herself a Bawley Point local.

Marg lived in Chatswood then Cronullaand she spent
some time in England when her fathgot a fellowship to
study at the National Institute of Oceanographyiarg
studiedArts and got a Dip Ed (Diploma of Educatibter
Arts subjects - Anthropology and Indonesian and
Malayan Studies were not exactly teaching subjectso
Marg was one of the ifst seven graduates to do the
Primary Dip EdShespent a couple of years iMalaysia
with Australian Volunteers Abroad, wherghe taught

diligent birder in those days because | was too busy
teaching, and canoeing, walking and skiing. The two
ladies next doowere involved in the first bird atlas which
started in 1977 when they had 1 degree squares. The
second atlas started about 1999 and it went to the 10
minute squares we have today. So | sort of grew up with
birding, with the two ladies next door and Dad.

RAOU

The RAOU (Royal Australasian Ornithologists Uny
was founded in 1901 to promote the study ar
conservation of the native bird species of Austra
and adjacent regions. The RAOU changed its nam
Birds Australia (BA) in 1996.

In 1905 somenembers of the RAOU formed the BQ
(Bird Observers Club), which changed its name
BOCA (Bird Observers Club of Australia) in 1991
2007 BOCA changed its name to Bird Observatio
Conservation Australia so the acronym remained {
same.

In 2011, BA ah BOCA merged to form BirdLif
Australia- which is Australia's oldest national birdir]
association, and Australia's largest rgovernment,
non-profit, bird conservation organisation.

BLSWhen did you really take up birdirsgriously

MH: | had a pretty bad bike accident in 1998, and retired
at the end of 1999, and birding was one way to get back
into life after the accident and retirement. Having been
around birders and biridg for most of my life | just
thought that | really should start taking it a bit more

Years 11 and 12 in a boarding school set up mainly for theeriously! We were living in Balmain and we joined up

daughters of royalty, and then the next year teagithe
"bottom rund' of Years 7 and 8.

with Cumberland Bird Observers Clulvhich was a bit of
an effort to get to from Balmain and we soon realised

Apart from 5 years as an Anthropology research assistantt,hat we had a rather casual attitude towards birds and

Marg wasa Primary school teachefor most of her
working life.

BLSSo how did you end up dhe South Coast?

MH: When | was a kid we always used to come down

here in the holidays. My grandparents ran the Bawley ) ) )
n. (the MUD Birders). | don't think of myself astaitcher”

Point Guest House, but we didn't stay there very ofte
Instead we camped out on Willinga Point. My great
grandparents livedlown here t@. Maggie and Hecided
to move down here permanently in 2005

that there was so much more to learn! It has just gone on
from there really, so it is now almost twenty years.

BLSSo that is relatively recent!

MH: Yes it is! That's why | regard myself as only being a
"mediocré’ birder. It is not the entire focus of my life, but
it is something | enjoy doing. | enjoy our group down here

- | wouldn't drop eveything to fly to somewhere remote
to see a rarity- mostly because | am sure it would be
gone by the time | got there!
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BLSTell me about your first set of binoculars ...

MH: | think they cost about $40 and they were Nikons,
but we have always sort of habinoculars. The ladies

next door had Zeiss binoculars, so that was an early
introduction into what good binoculars were all about.

BLSANd what binoculars do you have now?
MH: We have Swarovskis!

BLS:(Serious envy!} So how did you get involved with
the MUD Birdwatchers?

MH: When we moved down here in 2005 the MUD |
Birders didn't exist, but the U3A (University of the Third
Age) had a course run by Paul Allen every 4th term o
birdwatching, so | said to Maggitet's go along to find
out where he goes Wehad our places, but we wanted
to find out about all the other good places in the area as
well - particularly further north because | knew the area MH: We did another dedicated birding trip to Tasmania a
around Bawley Point pretty well! We did that for a couple few years ago, led by Judy Harrington (a ranger at Sydney
of years, and we did a dedicated birding trip wRaul  Olympic Park- Judy gave a presentation for BirdLife
and his wife up through western NSW to CunnamullaShoalhaven in 2017 on Whiteellied Sea Eagles). And we
(including the sewerage works a highlight), to the did the Plains Wanderer tour in abb@003, with Phil
property just outside it called Bowra (see below). Maher. We saw a little female Plains Wanderer and she
looked like she had a checked nesdarf on, and she was
just standing there looking absolutely beautiful!

Searching for a Burke's Parrot at Bowra

Bowra Sanctuary

Bowra Sanctuary is a former cattle statigost
outside of Cunnamulla in sduivest Queensland. It i
now a 140 square kilometre nature owned ar
managed by the Australian Wildlife Conservancy

The AW®ought the property in 2010 with assistand
from the Federal Governmeist National Reservd
System, and from Birds Australia and dB
Observation & Conservation Australia (now BirdL
Australia), and Birds Queensland, as well as priy

donors.

= - Na’ Eﬂ'~ =
Birding at the Cunnamulla Sewerage Works

But getting back to the MUD Birders ... after a few years
of the Term 4 coueswith the U3A, people starting saying
that they'd like to do it all year round, so we formed a
club with Long Bob (Bob Black) being the leader of it for a
few years, but then he decided to gticks and move to
Scotland- and somehow | became the next t=! The
club still operates as a U3A activity.

| like the fact that the club is a U3A group, and | feel that
my main part in it is to look after newcomerto see that
they learn how to use binoculars, and that they see at
least some of the birds and dtnentirely miss out,
because | can remember going out with Cumberland BOC
and they would have 40 people on a walk. If you were
down at the end of the line you would have no idea what
they were seeing up the front. We have the odd spare
pair of binocularghat we can lend to newcomers, until
they work out what to get.

BLSDo you do special birding holidays these days?

We would do one if something came up. | would still like
to get out to Newhaven (see belowand Broome, but |
am pretty busy doing bird sueys around here for the
Birdata atlas now. We have several sites here, including
some on private properties, that we survey every three
months, and one we do every month. Our surveys are
entered into Birdata (the BirdLife Australia database).
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Newhaven

Newhaven is a 2,622 square kilometre wildli
sanctuary about 360 kilometres northest of Alice
Springs. It is a former pastoral cattigazing property,
and was purchased by Birds Australia in Decem
2000. Several threatened species of birds havenbi
recorded on Newhaven, including Grey Falcon, Ni
Parrot, Princess Parrot, Striated Grasswren and G
Honeyeater.

In December 2005 Birds Australia signed
agreement with the Australian Wildlife Conservan
(AWC) that saw AWC assume ownership
Newhaven, with Birds Australia (now BirdLi
Australia) being involved in its management and
members having access.

MH: Oh, we went to the Houtman Abrolhascently and

MH: We did a trip in 1988 to Adelaide and up through the
Centre, to Kakadu and west across the top down as far as
Port Hedland, then back through Queensland, but the trip
was not primarily for birdwatching. It has always been an
adjunct to other activities.n the early days, most of our
trips were canoeingpased, but we would look for birds
wherever we were.

BLSDo you keep lists?

MH: | do. We've kept a list for the local area for the past
forty plus years, and | still keep a monthly record.
Nowadays, if weare travelling around to other parts of
Australia we will very likely do a 500 metre radius area
survey or a 20 minute 2 hectare survey for the atlas. We
did a trip out to Gluepot and Hattah in 2016 with Bob and
Celia Black when they came home from Scatjaso we
did lists while we were there and entered those into the
atlas.

they took us to an island where the Lesser Noddy breedsBLSDo you have a Life List

and although it wasn't breeding season there were still
some Lesser Noddies on the island. And we also met ug

with Roseate Terns, which are absolutely gorgeous.

Houtman Abrolhos

The Abrolhos Islands (formally known as Houtm
Abrolhos is a chain of over 100 islands in the Ind
Ocean off the west coast of Australia about 80}
west of Geraldton. A limited number of tourists al
permitted on the islands for day trips, but some &
off limits for habitat conservation. It is also the site
many shipwrecks including the Dutch ship Bata
which was wrecked in 1629.

Roseate Terns on the Abrolhos Islands

MH: | have a life list tucked away in a drawer somewhere,
ut it's not a big focus of my existence really. Every now
and then | will discover it and thinkOh, yes, I've got
that" but | don't think about it apart from that. When |
see something new | thinkOh, goody! | haven got that
one", but I don't think"l haven't got that one so | had
better go out and get it!

BLSSo do you know your life list number?
MH: No.(Ed.No amount of cajoling changes this ansyver
BLSDo you have a bogey bird?

MH: | supposehat the Ground Parrot up on Little Forest
Plateau is a kind of a bogey birdl live in hope of seeing
one up there.

Grc}und Parrat” -

.

- -
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They turn up in such unexpected places, yet you go to
some habitat that should be ideal for them and you don't
see them! | also like Whitwinged Fairywrens and
Variegated Fairpyvrens, so | suppose thais a group, the
Fairywrens are what | like.

Southern BEmu-wren

BLS:What is your most exciting bird experience apart
from the Plains Wanderer?

: : MH: We went to Lord Howe Island, and we were waiting
Marg and Maggie at the airport to be picked up and taken touo
MH: One evening years ago | said to Magtiée are =~ accommodation, when a Lord Howe Island Woodhen just
going up to theplateau at sunset to try to see a Ground wandered out from underneath a luggage trolley! We
Parrot, because that's when they are more likely to comewere wondering if we would see a Woodhen during our
out, and we will just sit up there quietly overlooking the Stay and one pops up at the airport and sdiere | am!
heath and we'll watch out for theth So we went up What a welcoming committee! | will proby think of
there - and it was as quiet as a tomb and werdicsee  lots of exciting birding experiences after the interview!

anything- nothing moved at all! (Maggie prompts Marg about working with lan Hutton)

Mike Jefferis and Bob Black were up on the plateau ongy- That was a great experienceworking with the
day and Mike asked Bob if they ever got Ground Parrotspesrwaters! lan Hutton was going out on a boat trip
up here. Bob had just finisheq sayitigot really’ when  tom Lord Howe Island and hewvas monitoring
one flushed almost under his feet! We have seen aghearwater chicks, and he had to take measurements
Ground Parrot at Barren Grounds, but just not up Onyyjice a day. And for some reason he chose the two of us
Little Forest Plateau. to help him. You had to stick your arm right down a
BLSWhat is your &vourite bird? burrow - fortunately Maggie has really long arms
(laughs) and feel around, andt was usually a beak that
you could feel, and you'd bring it out and weigh it and
measure it and they were gorgeous little chickbat was
pretty special'They don't have snakes on Lord Howke
certainlywouldn't do it on the Tasmanian Islands!

MH: | would have to say that my favourite is the
Southern Emwwren. | think they're gorgeous. | love that
lavenderblue colour on the front of the males and that
wispy little tail, and they are such elusive little birds. It
makes it very hard to find them, drthere's also the thrill

of finding them unexpectedly. (Magge again prompts Marg this time about a sick

Hooded Plover chick at Meroo
| found one on the side of the road at Brooman in a place )

where | would never expect to see them. We saw themMH: | found the chick just lying on the sand and thought

down Garrads Lane (in Milton) and we didn't expect to "That doesn't look too good!- so | rang Jodie (NPWS
see them there either, and we've seehem on one of ranger with South Coast Shorebird Recovery) and told her

our survey blocks up at Woodburn. about it. Itwas quite big, nearly fledging, and | said that it
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looks really sick, so she said to bring it in. | put it inBLSHow long have you beewith ShorebirdRecovergy
Maggie's hat and took it in to Jodie. We then took it to
the vet, and Jodie and | were actually discussing what w
would do with the body when idlied, but the vet flushed
out its crop and renydrated it, and we passed it on to
Marie Gardner for some TLC, and in a couple of days iMike Jarmarcame awn and wefenced it, but the nest
was upright and sprightly and we were able to take it didn't survive. But that got me interested in it, and when

back down to the beach and release it back to its family! we moved down to Bawley Point we joined the Shorebird
program and we have been in it ever since.

MH: Oh, a long time now. | think | first made contact with
%hem in 1999 when | found a nest on this beach down
here (pointing through the trees)

(Magge takes up the story)

MM: And it ran over to the family and they just looked at
it like "Who are you?- and we thought'Oh, gosh there

is going to be a bit of a kerfuffle hérbut all of a sudden

it was completely accepted, even though it probably
smelled of vet and other things and foreign food! And
that was really thrilling it was great"

A Hoodie Trap

BLS¥You'vehad successes since then?

MH: Yes, we ha had successes, amid the myriad
failures, but you have to look at the long term, and the
numbers have been slowly increasing. There is a lot of
heartbreak of course, but you just have to learn to be
scientifically objective about it and take the good hwit
the bad. The numbers have increased from about fifty to
now over seventy soprogresshas been slow but steady.

Jodie and Marg banding a Hoodabove)
and a Kim Touzel photo of a Hoodielow)
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BLSDo you use Birdata to record your surveys?

MH: Yes, but the MUD Birders have always used eBird for
their outings. | tried to change them over to Birdata but |
haven't had any luck. | really like the new Birdata dpy.

the two hectare 20 minute surveys | use pen and paper
but for the 500 metre wherghere is no time limit, is
excellent!

BLSYou do Twitchathons ...
MH: Yes, yesthat's the only time | become a twitcher!

BLSANnd your team is the Wooden Spoonb{ige photo
below)- who came up with that name?

MH: That was me, because when we star we didn't do
very well! It was probably about 15 years ago. Sometimes
we would do the Twitchathons in Sydney, and sometimes
we would do them down here. We would never, ever, get
the most birds, because down here we don't have an
estuary so that immedialy eliminates a lot of potential
species, but we have done well on the fundraising! And
that's the whole purpose for the event!

| don't think that last year's new online system is as good,
because now you are basically saying to pedpliease
give me adonation for doing the evelit- whereas in
previous years there was a real incentive to see more
birds because we would then raise more money.

I '\ﬂ‘.‘;
BLSANndyou've had the inevitable disappointmefits 4 e

MH: The worst experience we had was when the Hoodie 7“
nested in the only 2our dog offleash beach in the sk
area, and that was really hard going. Recently we'velRuss
started having the Pied Oystercatchers coming in to thi
area and breeding. We've had a couple bifcks fledge
down on Island Beach.

BLSWhich is your patcf coas?

MH: Mainly around here in the Bawley area. There is{ 2™
another coordinator who does Kioloa up to Brush Island, F®
and we do from Murramarang to Meroo, and then the [ The Wooden Sooonbills
Tabourie people do Termeil. ; s

There is a crowd of us down here, but unfortunately we BLS:Have you had the experience in the Twitchathon
have lost one volunteer who used to walk up to Meroo Where only one person seethe bird- at least half of the
every day, and that's disappointing ... but then we team members have to see a bird for it to be recorded

haven't had a successful nest down here for a couple oPr where you didn't see birds that you expected to see?

years now, and they haven't bred on Mer or Willinga 1y oh yes! Having only one person see a bird and not
for a couple of years. be able to count it is a real disappointmelite have ao

The pair of Hoodies that were here at Willinga moved upmissed birds that are common for 364 days of the year,
to Termeil, and we don't know why they have abandoned but didn't turn up on Twitchathon day. After finishing one

these beaches because to my mind, last yeais each ~ Twitchathon at 4pm, and not seeing a single King Parrot

would have been ideal. all day, a whole flock of them flew past at 4:05! And then
. we had the great Swan htione year, and another year
But who knows what goes through a Hoodie's mind? we couldn't spot a single Gannet.
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BLSANnd you have also been involved with BIGnet?

MH: Yes. From about 2003 to 2007 | was on the
committee of Birdlife Southern NSW. In fact | ended up
being secretary of it for a few years, cal became
involved in BGnet through that involvement.

And then when BirdLife Shoalhaven (BLS) started dowi
here, | realized that it would be a good thing for BLS to be
involved in, so in the beginning when nobody else in BL
was too keen, or unable to g#o BlGnet, | would go and
represent BLS. | did that for a few years until | was able tg
persuade BirdLife Shoalhaven to get more directly
involved.

| thought it was more important to represent BLS rather
than the MUD Birders, because the MUD Birdersi€lal f

trips but BLS is the major conservation organisation in the
area.

It would be sad if BLS was the only Birdlife branch not
represented.

Blthet
BlGnet stands for Bird Interest Group Netwarlan

assemblage of birding groups and clubs through

NatureMapr - naturemapr.org

NatureMapr is a citizen scieacproject that uses
innovative cloud software to help organisatior
collect, manage and analyse information from ti
natural world. In the Shoalhaven, we are part of t
Atlas of Life- Budawang Coastwhich can be found
at atlasbudawangcoast.naturemapr.org Their
mission is to help every important plant and anim
species by ensuring their existence is known
people in positions of power.

Their sophisticated citizen science platform coupl
with their partnerships with state and locg
government ensures everyday information makes
way to the right people where it can be viewe
analysed and then acted upon.

BirdLife recommends Birdata for recording bi
sightings, but people may also like toter data
about birds into NatureMapr as well. It is also mes
for sightings of Plants, Fungi, Mosses, Liverwo|
Mammals, Insects, Reptiles and Frogs, Terres
invertebrates, Fish, Marine Invertebrates, Freshwal
Invertebrates, Fossils and GeologiEaatures!

New South Wales. A weekend conference is h

twice a year in NSW. The event is a chance for birg
from groups both large and small, from across Nf
to network, compare notes and hopefully be inspirg
with new ideas! This September (9th and 10t
BlGnet willbe in Urunga for a program coordinate
by BirdLife Northern NSW.

NatureMapr is perfect for young people with their smart
phones and their apps! And it's good for us too, because
it broadens our interest away from birds, to the wider
natural world.

NatureMapr will never supplant Birdata, but it
complements it And the data still goeto the Atlas of

BLSANd now you are into NatureMapr?

Living Australia

MH: NatureMapr was started in Canberra. People can go
to the website and upload pictures of plants and animals,
as well as their location. Fiorgtewart who works with us

at Milton Rural Landcare (MRL), tried to add a sighting
and couldn't because the NatureMapr area did not
extend as far as the Shoalhaven Coast, so she 's&iel|

in that case we will just have to expand the atestd MRL

becamea sponsor and ran a few workshops and seminars

Birdata
Birdatais the online tool for entering data into the
Atlas of Australian Bird$ut it has been expande
take in data from various dedicatedhonitoring
projects such as Shorebirds 2020 and WA BI3
Cockatoosas well

Birdata is the most convenient and efficient methg
of contributing to these programs.

to get it all going locally, and now we haiAtlas of Lifeg

Budawang Coatvhich extends from Moruya to north of BLSAre you involved in any other projects?

Nowra.

MH: Probably notverymany- as | use Birdatabut | will
certainly be putting animal and plant sightings into it!
Charles Dove is doing an excellent job with bird photos in

MH: Yes, |

BLSWill you be entering bird sightings into NatureMapr? Historical
Bushcare and the Murramarang Community Garden.
still mountainbiking and kayaking as well, when | have

. time.

am

Society, Milton Rural Landcare,

NatureMapr. We have Birdata for bird surveys, but BLSAny tips for budding birders?

NatureMapr is so much broader. It's not just about birds
and it has the potential to really get kids involved, and if
we don't start getting young people involved in
connecting with nature, we will not get anywhere.

'MH: | think my tip would be enjoy the moment, just
enjoy the birds. You don't have to go off chasing birds all
around Australia just enjoy what's around you!
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Lake Wollumboola "Developments”
- by Frances Bray

Long Bow Point Golf Course

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment has‘IT
recommended the Independent Planning Commission

refusethe Long Bow Point Golf Course Application

Lake Wollumboola Protection Association Inc membersy

are delighted & this news. We strongly support the

recommendation as we consider that Long Bow Point|

should be included in Jervis Bay National Park.
The Department's main concerns include:

9 inconsistent with strategic planning objectives to
protect Lake Wollumboola froffuture urban
development.

1 inability to demonstrate with scientific certainty that
the proposed stormwater management system would
achieve a neutral or beneficial effect on water quality
in the lake.

1 inadequate information on ground water inputs to the
laketo inform an accurate assessment of potential
impacts on ground water.

1 potential water quality impacts represent an
unacceptable risk to the lakeunique ecosystems and
the threatened and migratory species it supports.

1 likely signiicant impacts for lakeand Long Bow Point
threatened flora and fauna.

9 potential social and economic benefits unlikely to
significantly outweigh environmental impact.

The report can be found by clicking the following Hnk

http://ipcn.nsw.gov.au/resources/pac/media/files/pac/pr
ojects/201807/long-bow-point-golf-course/department
of-planningand-environmentsassessment
report/assessmenteport.pdf

We encourage you to become familiar with the
Department's report and recommendations.

West Culburra Development Concept

1 650 housing lots compared to Shoalhaven City

Cauncils estimated 280 additional dwellings over

the next 20 years.

potential water quality impacts for the Crookhaven

River estuary and unacceptable risk for oyster

growing, fish habitat, protected wetlands and

marine vegetation.

scientific uncertainty thastorm water impacts could

be reduced to avoid serious or irreversible impacts.

potential water quality impacts for Lake

Wollumboola incompatible with objectives to

protect the lake from urban development.

1 likely serious and irreversible impacts on Abioréd)
heritage, sites of cultural significance.

1 unresolved concerns regarding traffic and access.

However, we have always expressed the view that we are
not opposed to "limited" urban development in the
Crookhaven catchment, as recommended by the 2006
South Coast Sensitive Urban Lands Review. This is a
concept plan an idea- not a development application. It

is a long and complicated process with no quick
decisions.

Even if the West Culburra Concept application is
approved, development would take years tet under
way, after separate development applications for each
stage are lodged and approved.

The Halloran Planning Proposal process will also take
years before any approved rezoning and development
occurs. This process involves independent, expert
eviderce based studies, as the basis for future rezoning
decisions for environment protection and development
opportunities in Culburra Beach.

We encourage you to become familiar with the
Department's  report and recommendation at
http://www.majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?
action=view job&job id=8674

The Independent Planning Commission will hpilic
meetingsregarding both the golf course application and
the West Culburra development at Culburra Beach

The NSW Department of Planning and Environment hagowling Club on 24 July 2018 at 10:30am for the golf

recommended that the Independent
Commissiomefusethis application.

Planning

The Department's main concernsshared by the Lake
Wollumboola Protection Assodian - as outlined on
their website (see link below) are:

9 unsuitable scale and location of urban development
proposed.

9 inconsistent with current strategic plans for future
urban development in Culburra Beach.

course and 1:30pm for West Culburra.

You can apply to make a short presentation or to write a
submission. Come along to show your concerns.

Email for furthe details: ipcn@ipcn.nsw.gov.au or phone
02 9383 2100

The content of this page first appeared on the Lake
Wollumboola Protection Association website which can
be found athttp://www.wollumboola.org.au/
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Booderee Botanic Gardens Bird Walk "A second circuit on the opposite side of the carpark goes
-by Brett Davis  around the heathland habitat. Allow from one hour to a

_ _ _ whole day for your visit. Entry fees apply in Booderee
The Booderee Botanic Gardens walk is walk #7 in theNp-_

Shoalhaven Bird Walks brochure which can be viewed &
birdlifeshoalhaven.org/pdfs/shoalhavenbirdwalks.pdf
(and it can be downloaded as well).

{i Booderee

Botanic Gardens
Mungay - Frigay 800-4:00 -~
Washends - Public Heliday 8:00.-4:00 .

EEEES

Gatos P\ BOODEREE
NATIONAL
PARK

Freckled Ducks have been seen on Lake McKenzie arji¥
Sooty Owls have been spotted at night, but the residents
are the main attraction.

AOMINISTRATION
E /

"The species list for the gardens is long and varied
including many honeyeaters and thornbills, Grey and
Rufous Fantails, Cicadabirds, KRarots, Gangang
Yellowtailed and Glossy Blagkockatoos, Leaden
Flycatchers, Australasian and Hoaeaded Grebes,
Hardheads, Chestnut Teals, Rufous and Golden Whistler

Brown Gerygones, OliMeacked Orioles and the Eastern
Koels in summer. Whether you are a birdwatcher, a native plant lover, a

photographer, or just someone looking for a great place
to take the family for a picnic and a half day out, the
'‘Booderee Botanic Gardens are well worth a visit!

"Nature trails and pathsamnbine to create a loop walk
around Lake Mackenzie. Interpretive signage, toilets
picnic area and barbeque facilities are available.
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JB KBA Report This year | have established téshared Survey Sites
-by Karen Davis  Within the KBA boundaries and some of our members

have voluteered to do surveys, at least quarterly, for

As the guardian for the Jervis Bay Key Biodiversity Areg,aqe sites (thank you Kim, Yolande, Wendy and Chris).
(KBA), | thought | should update you on this y®ar

happeningsso far Details of each of these sites can be found on Birdata

o _ _ under the Shoalhaven region along with the shared sites
The KBA primarily consists of Booderee NP, Jervis Bay NB; 4| the walks in our latest Bird Walkdghure. They

Woollamia NR and Beecroft Weapons Range. This KByg gither 2 hectare / 20 minute surveys, or 500m radius
was identified as its coastal heath supports the largeStsurveysBy doing these surveys regularly we will be able

subpopulation of the endangered Eastern Bristlebird  seq how the birds vary between the seasons and also if
(EBBY)- isolated from other subpopulations The KBAs 4 species mix or numbers are changing.
also important because it supports the Eastern Ground

Parrot, breeding Sooty Oystercatchers on Bowen |s|andN0te: if anyone else WOU_Idike to volunteer for a Site.
occasional large numbers of Chestnut Teals on Lak®lease let me know, OR if you are at one of these sites

Windermere and forits nonbird biodiversityas well. you are welcome to do a survey (per the type required)

] and enter the data in Birdata.
For the third year | have completeithe Easter Health

Checkfor the KBA with the help of Chris McGregor Also, if you are already doing regular surveys of a
(Birdlife Shoalhaven member and ANU ecologist). Thiarticular area make sure you tem them in Birdata so
health check basically reports to Hiiié Australia the the information is not wasted see my Spring 2017
health of the habitat and what threats exist to it. The Newsletter article ¢ "Shoalhaven Shared Sites on
threats to our particular KBA include such things asBirdatd'.

building development, invasive plants and animals, fire, |f you need help with anything to do with Birdata, please
and recreational activitiegvolvingmotorbikes and dogs.  zsk me.

The threats g rated for whenthey arelikely to happen, Remember if you enjoy getting out on a bird walk make

their scale and severity. If the sum of the ratings exceedssyre youdiarizeall the walks in the Calendat the end
a given figure the KBA is flagged“as danget so that  of thismagazine.

conservation action can be targeted to reduce the threats
earlier rather than later.

For our BA the main threat seems to be fire. In the last
three years | have had to report on a major fire in the
KBA each year.

In November 2015 and October 2016, both during bird
breeding seasons, there were eot-control fires on the
Beecroft Weapons Range separate habitat, and then in
April 2017 a Defence drone crashed and burnt a further
small area.

In September 2017 there was another firghis time in
Booderee NP. Beloisthe report on that fire ...

"In September 2017 a fire burnt 1700 hectares (27%) o )
Booderee NRvith areas of wet and dry heath, forest and
woodland burnt. Many animals and birds were killed by
the fire including recently introduced Lompsed
Potoroos and Southern Brown Bandicoots. During the
ANU surveys in October, Eastern Bristlebirdiere
detected in many of the burnt and unburnt heath sites
and even in the forest in the western half of the park.
Chris MacGregor is confident the EBB's will recover in the
main burnt area in the eastern part of the pdrk.

One problemwith repeated fires in the same area is that
the ecology of the habitawill changefrom heathland to
grasslandwith the result that it no longer suits the EBB.
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Umbarah - an Aboriginal Perspective on
Birds Pacific Black Ducks

- by Chris Grounds

BirdLife Shoalhaven acknowledges Aboriginal peoples
their Elderspast and presentand their country inthe
Shoalhaven sipart ofthe geat south coastYuin Nation

Umbarah - Pacific Black Duck

Thissymbolizesa connection between people and their
country and a commitment to care for the country
handed down from generation to generation.

"Country' is a term that should be taken to mean all
aspects of environment; land and waters, wildlife and
birdlife and both the traditional, historic and
contemporary association of these with Aboriginal
peoples.

It is also a common thread which draws people together
around an identity as south coast Aboriginal people.

In that sense it is a sacred bird associated with particula
recognition through Dreaming storigiaws such as a ban
on huntingof Umbarah and with a sacred site such as
Merrimanlsland.

Umbarah as a symbol derives from a geographical or
place association witfMerriman Island in Wallaga Lake.
Merriman Island wen viewed from above, as from the
sacred mountain Guluga, resembles and symbolizes the
Pacific Black Duck or Umbarah.

The island name associates with a very significant
Aboriginal identity, Merriman, for whom the Black Duck
An Aboriginal perspective of oumatural environment is  acted as a warning of danger both he and his people.

known to be necessary, essential and valuable though N%Umbarah is also a personal totem to particular Aboriginal

always easy (o access. people and a totem to the Wallaga Lake community as
It is a perspective not always recognized and available invell as a totem to the Yuin Nation.

relation to birdlife though it certainly does exist and
warrants better knowledge and understding.

This brief article is a limited introduction only but starts
at the most fundamental point for ourBirdLife
Shoalhaven members.

Perhaps the best single example of such perspective i
the Shoalhaven and on the NSW south coast is the
cultural signiftance associated with thePacific Black
Duck or UMBARAH

Umbarah is the totem of the Yuin Nation peoples of the
NSW south coast.
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What you missed on Facebook! July 6- Hudsonian Godwit at Wollumbootdim Touzel

If you haven't visited the BirdLife Shoalhaven Faceboo

page at www.facebook.com/pg/shoalhavenbirdlifehis
season, here is a sample of some of the reports that yo
have missed just in the last month ...

June 18 Dolphins at Rennies BeaelTharles Dove

June 29 Freckled Ducks at South Nowrkim Touzel

July 3- Banded Stilt (I¢j at Wollumboola Charles Dove _
And lots more spectacular photography and important
newsabout sightings and events!
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South Coast Shorebird Recovery However, despite these efforts, critically endangered

- from the Shorebird Recovery Newslett@017-2018  Hooded Plover numbers took a slight downturn this
season from 13 to 11 breeding pairs (41 to 37 adults). The

The South Coast Shorebird Recovery Program continu€geather was not kind this year. The breeding season was
to monitor and protect endangered nesting shorebirds g, plus eggs and chicks were Idst storms and
along our beaches, train and support volunteers alonginund'ation.

the south coast and obtain funding to undertake _
comprehensive fox control and community educatio Overall there were only 4 Hooded Plover fledglings for
programs. The program has been running now for a|m05t2017/18 This is dlsappOIntIng after the Steady INnCcCrease

20 years and the ongoing support on the south coast isand overall doubling of the south coast population in the
inspiring! last decade.

This season the amazing 92 volunteers monitored a totaHopefully fledging success will improve next season.
of 118 endangered shorebird nests between Gerroa and
Batemans Bay and recordé8563 volunteer hours. Their
passion and dedication to shorebird recovery keeps the
program running and has immeasurable effects through
their links into the local community.

:_U.kli‘ﬁurw{ﬂlr':lg!r = J

These birds nest right on our beaches, so raising
awareness, improving knowledgand local community
support are extremely important for their survival into

the future. -

Hoodie Chick T

The endangered Little Terns also had a difficult season. It
was shaping up to be a big colony at Lake Conjola, but
early raven predation dispersed the nesting biaisoss
five sites. The volunteers really stepped up to the
challenge and we achieved at least 20 fledglings for
2017/18.

The endangered Pied Oystercatcher breeding pair
numbers were similar to last season, 27 pairs were
monitored with nests. A few more beding pairs are
quite remote, so there were likely a few additional nests
that were missed.

But we will get better with time and more volunteers!
Overall the Pied Oystercatchers fledged 17 chicks this
season.

Thanks to Saving our Species, Crown Lands the
National Parks and Wildlife Service, our comprehensive
fox control program was maintained in 2017/18 to
reduce predation of shorebird eggs and chicks. The Local
Land Services and Holiday Havens funded yet another
awesome season of community shorebimHucation
programs.

The entire Shorebird Recovery Newsletter can be found
at southcoastshorebirdrecoverynewsletter2018
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Free Glossy Black Cockatoo Nest Boxes BLS World Environment Day Stall
- by Hugh Capes - by Kim Touzel

| have five nest boxes for glossy black cockatoos to givén spite of 15 degree temps, occasional drizzling rain,
away. Each has chains and bolts for attaching to a treewind and a lower number of participatingialls the day
There is also an instruction sheet. was successful for BLS. We had a steady flow of people at

They can be ditult to erect as they are heavy and need our stall and we solved the usual backyard bird mysteries.

to be filled with mulch. A cherry picker may be required.

| have three on my property which have not attracted
nesting Glossies, but this is probably because there ig
already sufficient nesting habitat in nearbgrésts. The

nest box design is based on the "cockatube" model whic
has been used with considerable success on Kangaro
Island and in other places.

If you would like the possibility of a family of glossies
living near, contact me for your free nest box!

Hugh Capeshughichi@gmail.com0499 219 449

We gained a few BLS supporters for our email list, and
also had a couple of people who seemed seriously
interested in BLA membership leave with brochures.

Yolande's talk on Birds in Backyards and how to attract
birds to your garden was amazing as always and we had
approximately 25 attendees, but unfortunately the bird
walk was rained out.

Great organizabn by Karen had the day flowing very
smoothly with the help of Robyn and Doug to set up in
the morning and Stan and Su alternating with Karen and
Brett at the stall.

Well done all!
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Wongaloo - the Kakadu of QLD
-by Yolande Cozijn My sisterhad never heard of Wongaloo before. Did |

- photos byYolande,Janet Robino anMorm Rains ~ know anything about it as it soded like it was a special

. o place?
Thursday June "72018 and 'm standing in the scrub

looking out towards a wetland filledwith thousands of | knew nothing about the wetlands but as luck would
magpie geese, hundreds of Brolga and many pelicanshave it | was attend|ng the national Birdlife Australia

black swans and other water birds. It is a privilege to viewconference the following week and surelgmeone there
such an abundance of water birds. would know. At the conference | met Wal Threlfall the

secretary of Birdlife Townsville. Of course the Townsville

Where am I? branch knew all about Wongaloo.

WongalooWetlands. It seems incredible that this natural

wonder is barely 4@ninutes drive south of Townsville. So how do you visit there was really the question my
sister and | wanted answered. Fortunately fes on the

first Thursday of each month Birdlife Townsville does a

/}(“' bird count at Wongaloo and we would be welcome to
b\ join them and help out on the count.
/1‘\ On Thursday June6my sister and | spent the day with

h Norm Rains and Janet Robino participatimghie monthly
count. We visited a selection of wetland, grassland and
forest habitats and observed 66 different bird species.

The number of bird species was not what was so amazing
that day- it was the sheer quantity of water birds out on
the various lagons and wetlands. | felt that | had been
transported to Kakadu as that is the only other place in
Australia that | have ever had the pleasure to see such an
incredible abundance of our magnificent birdlife.

A bit more about the Wongaloo Wetlands.

According to the QLD Department of National Parks,
Sport and Racingthese wetlands are listed in the
"Directory of Important Wetlands in AustrdligDIWA)
and adjoin the Bowling Green Bay Ramsar site.

So how did | discover these wetlands?

Its starts with a series of happy -oaidences. | was
planning to visit my sister in Townsville in early June. Tworhey are part of one of the largest coastal wetland
weeks before my visit she rang to tell me about this complexes on the east coast of Australia and have
wetland she had heard being discussed on the local ABC remained a naturai;phemeral hydrological system.
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